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HE advertisements in The Sunday School 

Times are there to serve you. There are 
many things advertised to meet your needs. 
Therefore the regular reading of the adver- 
tisements will prove well worth while. 





























Heavenly Lullaby 


By Thomas O. Blair 
For so He giveth His beloved sleep. 
— Psa. 127 :2. 


Thou wilt make all his bed in his sick- 
ness.— Psa. 41 : 3. 

»*TTIS my Father’s voice I hear — 
Sacred, tender, strong, apd clear, 

‘* Rest, my child, for I am near; 
I am keeping watch above you ; 
Rest, my little one, I love you.”’ 


Now my restless heart grows still 

As I sink into His will ; 

Sheltered safe from fear of ill, 
While my Father smiles above me, 
Proving His delight to love me. 


And I rest my weary head 
On my couch with love o’erspread, 
Pillowed on His word who said, 
‘‘] am keeping watch above you ; 
Rest, my little one, I love you.” 


I am satisfied in Him, 
And my heart o’erflows its brim ; 
Overfiows with love to Him, 
Who, in keeping watch above me, 
Knows no motive but to love me. 


ye 
The Poem 


How many of us can say from the 
heart, as Thomas Blair has said in the 
above touching poem, “I am satisfied in 
Him”? Do we really believe that God 
is now doing what is best for us, or must 
we confess that there lurks in our heart 


a feeling that if only we could manage 
our circumstances we should do much 
better? The lines of Mr. Blair’s true 
lullaby, filled with heavenly truth and 
recalling the soothing tenderness of a 
mother’s loving care, take on richer 
meaning in the light of the follow- 
ing note which he wrote to the Edi- 
tor: “These verses sang themselves 
to me after years of illness attended 
with distressing insomnia. I still com- 
fort myself with them in wakeful hours, 
which, happily, are fewer than in 
earlier life, when I had not so fully 
learned the tenderness of our Father’s 
solicitude for us. I wonder if they will 
carry comfort to some of your readers. 
In His service of sorrow and of song, but 
more song than sorrow, Yours sincerely 

.-” None of us is a stranger to illness, 
and most of us know something of in- 
somnia, and we know how distorted our 
outlook becomes when the body is weak 
or “when sleep her balm denies.” Mr. 
Blair’s experience has been like the 
Psalmist’s who wrote, “In the night his 


.song shall be with me,” and perhaps his 


testimony will help others to turn hours 
of wakefulness and pain into times of 
communion with God. 


The Minister and 


T IS a common deception of religious 
Modernism to invent new Christolo- 
gies, doctrines, theories, and social 

ideas, and then declare that these were 
fundamental to what they call “the re- 
ligion of Jesus” from his own time down 
to the present. Scriptures are violently 
wrested and interpreted in complete in- 
dependence of the age-long Christian 
convictions. Facts are tampered -with. 
Modern Liberals force their false stand- 
ards back into the primitive era that 
knew nothing whatever of them. For 
instance, what is called “Criticism” had 
never been heard of except as an expres- 
sion of pagan influences. Yet in our 
day it is the honor and glory of so- 
called scholarship! Its method is born 
of doubt and a subtle, so-called consci- 
entiousness which is brought into being 
to bolster doubt. In John’s time he 
would have unhesitatingly ascribed it to 
the spirit of Antichrist. 

So, when we come to the consideration 
of the so-called Social Gospel, we must 
do so in the light of its being a modern 
invention. While its advocates strain 
every argument to make the point as 
to its primitive inherency, when all is 


Workers Together 


Concessions cannot be made in re- 
gard to clearly revealed doctrines. We 
have the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God as our standard. But when 
a pastor and the majority of his people, 
and the Sunday school superintendent 
and teachers are united in their desire 
to proclaim the whole counsel of God, 
they can “keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace” only by “forbear- 
ing one another in love” (Eph. 4:2, 3), 
by mutual confidence, and by exercising 
“moderation” (Phil. 4:5), or gentleness 
toward one another. It is not a mark of 
weakness to yield our own ‘position in 
regard to a method of work, which is 
not unscriptural, in deference to the 
opinions of true, consecrated fellow 
workers. We may not cease to believe 
that our own method is the best, but it 
is possible to “agree to disagree” in 
minor matters, and continue.working to- 
gether. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians 
(2 Cor. 6:1), we have the great privilege 
of being “workers together with him” 
(that is, Christ). May our aim be “that 
in all things he might have the pre- 
eminence. 


% 


the Social Gospel 


said it remains a recent creation. At- 
tempts to connect it with the apostles, 
with the prophets, or with the Lord Jesus, 
produce many subtle arguments. What 
passes today for the Social Gospel both 
traditional Hebraism and _ primitive 
Christianity knew nothing about. 

What is the Social Gospel? It is that 
system of materialistic philosophy 
which magnifies environment as _ the 
source of all good or evil, which looks 
upon mankind as a social mass rather 
than as many individuals, which advo- 
cates regimentation of the economic fac- 
tors in human life, which would level 
all personalities to a common social de- 
nominator and would control them in a 
collectivism of their production and con- 
sumption, education and recreation, do- 
mestic felicities and religion. All this 
would be subject to authoritarian plan- 
ning. The planned state would engulf 
the individual. “Rugged” or any other 
type of individualism would be philo- 
sophically impossible, since such would 
produce an inharmonious initiative and 
an upsetting of the general scheme. 

And when the regimentation of the 
economic, political, educational, recrea- 
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tional, domestic, and religious state of 
the people shall be accomplished, a new 


era will dawn! Paradise will be in a 
fair way to be regained. All inequities 
will be legislated out of existence. 
Wealth or poverty will be mutually 
shared by all the people. The capital- 
istic era which involves individual lib- 
. erty, enterprise, and initiative, under 
which the world has been brought to its 
present man-made civilization, will be 
no more. Wealth will not be the aim of 
labor. The service motive only will con- 
trol all toil. All people will be under a 
paternalistic government, national as well 
as local. There will be food, work, lux- 
uries, pleasures, and security for all. 
When this shall have been brought to 
pass, we shall have the Kingdom of God. 
This is the Liberal’s dream. 

It must not be assumed that all dis- 
ciples of the Social Gospel would accept 
this definition. Scme may still hold the 
evangelical faith and yet believe that 
efforts at universal social amelioration 
should be undertaken. For that reason 
they espouse the Social Gospel. Such 
may be helped by statements of cold 
fact. 

The worst thing about the Social Gos- 
pel is that it is not true. For millen- 
niums man has had his Utopian dream. 
He has dreamed of plenty and “evo- 
luted” to a nightmare. of lust, as in 
Egypt, Babylon, Greece, Rome, and 
Venice. He has dreamed of justice 
and equity and awakened to the ter- 
rors of “benevolent” tyranny, as in 
Julius Cesar, Napoleon, Hitler, Mus- 
solini, and Stalin. He has dreamed of 
a Christianized Social Order and got the 
“dark ages” with their mass discipline 
and repression. He has dreamed of a 
warless world, has organized the nations 
to secure and perpetuate it, only to find 
how brittle was the structure and how 
easy to smash it into fragments. Man 
has constantly crusaded for a lost para- 
dise on his own initiative, only to find in 
his efforts a despairing exhaustion. The 
Social Gospel is another dream; it is an 
imagined Kingdom of God with all the 
true elements of that Kingdom missing. 

Those who recognize this are not out 
of sympathy with any well disposed in- 
dividual or movement that sincerely 
craves the betterment of the social con- 
dition of the people. On the other hand, 
they know that they have in the Gospel 
of Christ the purest, most practical, and 
reliable amelioration of man’s distresses 
that can be found. But when imprac- 
tical schoolmen and unspiritual religious 
demagogues would impose a materialistic 
philosophy on them as a substitute for 
the spiritual, supernatural, and holy Gos- 
pel of Christ, they scent the trail of the 
serpent and refuse to follow. 

There is no such thing as a Social Gos- 
pel. The term is really a travesty on 
the truth. There is one Gospel, and it 
is that giorious redemption wrought by 
the Son of God, revealed in all its work- 
ing and power by the Holy Spirit, and 
confirmed in human experience in every 
country under the sun by “mighty signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of Géd.” The true Gospel concerns 


itself, not with the evolutionary theory 
7 This is the fifth and concluding editorial in 
a series of five, begun. in February, on The 
Pastor’s Problems. 
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of human progress to a more perfect 
material state, but with that transform- 
ing work of grace which makes of carnal 
men sons of God, the only fit subjects 
for citizenship in the Kingdom of God. 

The transforming grace within the 
lives of men has always wrought mir- 
acles of service through them. It has 
frequently held in leash the dogs of war. 
Through such lives shackles of slavery 
have been broken, whole nations hos- 
pitalized, domestic felicity purified and 
protected, childhood educated, orphans 
housed, the poor fed, toilers protected, 
and communities metamorphosed from 
infamy to peace and the worship of God. 

We need no new Gospel of evolution- 
ary theory, therefore, to bring about a 
changed society. The Gospel of Christ 
is still the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. It is the 
only effective means available to ac- 
complish what altruism desperately 
seeks to bring to pass. Wherever it is 
being ministered in the power of the 
Spirit of God it is, right now, effecting 
miraculous changes. While the protagon- 
ists of the Social Gospel talk, the min- 
isters of the Gospel of Christ and their 
people continue being the means of God’s 
grace to transform men and reveal the 
Kingdom of God in countless ministries 
among sin-cursed mankind. 

Why should one be so emphatic in 
excoriation of the Social Gospel? Be- 
cause where the Social Gospel philoso- 
phy prevails the evangel of Christ dies 
out. Materialism is the never-dying foe 
of spirituality. Where the dogma of evo- 
lutionary progress holds sway the need 
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for regeneration is discounted. Where 
humanism flourishes, earth only is the 
purview and the eternal, spiritual King- 
dom of God is buried beneath the self- 
sufficiencies of the proud. 

The Social Gospel is the forerunner 
of all sorts of evil. In the foreign mis- 
sion field it emphasizes institutionalism 
and opposes evangelization; it makes of 
pagan people a social laboratory for ex- 
perimentation. At home the Social Gos- 
pel has led great denominations into the 
dangerous practices of inspiring and 
lobbying for specific types of social legis- 
lation. Young neophytes of this new 
creed stir up industrial discontent, en- 
gage in communistic picketing, and even 
stir the “underprivileged” to social re- 
volt. In fact, so bold have these Liberals 
become that they boast that they are 
going to build us a new world. May 
God save us from such a fate! 

Against all this we stand on the hori- 
zon of tomorrow with hearts full of hope. 
Behind us is a trail along which men 
have marched who “through faith sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths 
of lions . . . waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens” because 
they confessedly sought “a better coun- 
try, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God.” 

The minister of the Gospel has no 
complicated task. He cannot do every- 
thing, but he can continue to minister 
the grace and the works of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which are not only profit- 
able for the life that now is but also for 
that which is to come. 
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Bible Reading Champions 


In the Bible Study Number of THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Times (Jan. 21) a num- 
ber of letters were published from vari- 
ous readers who had read the Bible 
through more than fifty times; the 
largest number reported told of one 
reader who, since 1895, had read it 
through 146 times. This has called out 
an even more interesting report from 
George H. Bucher, of Pittsburgh, who 
writes: 


I do not want to rob any “Champion” 
of his laurels, but the experience of my 
own father, Robert A. Bucher of the 
Bellefield Presbyterian Church of Fitts- 
burgh, who was called Home about ten 
years ago at the age of eighty-eight, would 
seem to climax them all. 

In the last fifteen years of his life he 
read his Bible through 159 times. 


He was a faithful elder, and a prayer 
meeting Christian. It was at a summer 
prayer meeting, when his own pastor was 
away from the city, that he got the in- 
spiration for his task. The visiting 
speaker said that there were many Chris- 
tians who had been reading the Bible all 
their lives, but had never read it through 
even once. The shot went home, and my 
father decided that this would not be true 
of him any longer. 


He began at once and, in about two 
months, he had completed his first read- 
ing of the Bible. Then he decided’ to 
repeat it. Very soon, with repeated read- 
ings, the period required for reading the 





Bible through ‘was shortened to a month. 
A little later the time was decreased to 
quite regular periods of twenty-five days 
each. One time at leaSt the period was 
only fifteen days. 

He used to say that from three to four 
hours a day was sufficient to complete 
the reading through in twenty-five days. 
I asked him on one occasion whether he 
read the chapters of genealogies, and of 
long names, or whether he skipped over 
these chapters. He assured me that he 
read them all because he felt that, if the 
Lord thought they were important enough 
to record in the Bible, they were impor- 
tant enough for him to read them. 

, Within a day after finishing and record- 
ing the one hundred fifty-ninth reading, 
and before he had begun again, he was 
taken down with his last brief illness. 

He expressed great profit from his re- 
peated readings of the Bible, and he told 
me that he continually found something 
new in the precious old Book. 


This child of God, now in the presence 
of the Lord, was indeed able to say with 
the Psalmist, “I will delight myself in 
thy commardments, which I have 
loved” (Psa. 119:47); and he knows to- 
day, in a way that goes beyond the 
knowledge he had while here on earth, 
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
in heaven” (119:89). 

Another letter will be published.in an 
early issue telling of an even more re- 
markable record in reading the Bible 
through in a single lifetime. 





















. 










Lesson for April 30 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 














A Plunge into Paganism 


Amid the ruins of ancient heathen temples 
on the Island of Cyprus 


By Frances Jenkins Olcott 














HE Light to lighten the Gentiles 

streamed forth from Antioch in 

Syria where we are now, to lighten 
the Gentile world of Greece and Rome. 
The chief light-bearer was St. Paul. 
Come with me, see how he took a plunge 
into paganism ! 

Our hostess of the Irish Presbyterian 
Mission has offered to take us to see the 
biggest Hittite Palace found to date. 
While she is looking for a car to drive 
us to the Palace, we will go on a jour- 
ney. 

“Horned Cyprus,” bristling with head- 
lands, lies in the green-blue Mediterra- 
nean south of St. Paul’s Cilicia, and 
points its longest “horn” toward the Gulf 
of Alexandretta, from which we have 
just come. 

For more than 500 miles I have trav- 
eled in the Island of Cyprus, going over 
some sections several times. But now, 
dear Readers, reversing my wanderings, 
let us together visualize St. Paul’s jour- 
ney across the Island in one straight- 
line trip from Salamis of pagan Zeus 
to Aphrodite’s temple, and the town of 
Paphos where Sergius Paulus was Ro- 
man governor. 


An Island of Classic Beauty 


Cyprus, the isle of classic beauty and 
fiowers. “Cyprus, like a jewel lying in 
its case of blue velvet, offers a hundred 
sparkling facets to the admirer’s eye,” 
sings a Cyprus guidebook. How eagerly 
we watch from the deck of the small 
Hellenic steamer for the first glimpse 
of that famous flowery isle. A long gray 
line in the distance, slightly 
humped; growing nearer. 
Through drizzling rain we greet 
Cyprus. * 

But what do we actually see? 
We are sailing toward an island, 
extended, somber, nearly tree- 
less; a seeming desert. 

Soon we pass to our right in 
the distance the stilted-up har-’ 
bor of ancient Salamis. Some- 
where near it lie the ruins of 
the once bustling pagan city 
founded, so said, in Homeric 
days. Now dead and gone. 

Over there, in that harbor, 
in the year A. D. 45 had disem- 
barked a Christian Jewish mis- 
sionary, Saul of Tarsus, with his 
companion Barnabas, a native 
of Cyprus. They were attended 
by John Mark, another Chris- 
tian. Saul of Tarsus was come 
to bring Light to the Rome- 
ruled island. Hz: had crossed 
over from Seleucia, port of Syr- 
ian Antioch, under direct or- 
ders of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
13: 1-4). 

Cyprus, an island of lost 
souls, was pagan of pagan. The 
lives of the islanders were be- 
smirched by evil pagan prac- 


When Paul and Barnabas had their 
sharp disagreement, Barnabas took 
John Mark and sailed to Cyprus, as 
we learn from Acts 15:39, in the les- 
son in this issue. But this is not the 
first time we hear of that Mediterra- 
nean island in the Book of Acts. It 
was Barnabas’ home country (Acts 4: 
36); some of the persecuted Chris- 
tians fled there (Acts 11:19); and, 
most interesting of all, Saul was 
there at Paphos, as we saw in the 
Easter lesson, when his new name, 
Paul, was first used in the inspired 
record (Acts 13:6, 9). 

In this fifth article in her illumi- 
nating Bible Travelogues, Miss Ol- 
cott gives interesting glimpses of the 
pagan history of Cyprus and the 
island as she saw it last year. 








tices. In the temple in Salamis of Zeus 
(the Roman Jupiter) trembling human 
victims were sacrificed to that demon- 
god. “I say, that the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, 
and not to God,” declares St. Paul (1 
Cor. 10:20; also Deut. 32:17; Rev. 9:20). 

Our steamer glides into the harbor of 
the city of Famagusta and ties up to the 
modern dock. The old walls of Fama- 
gusta loom high, titanic walls set with 
a grand water-gate. Inside the walls, 
rear up ruined buildings, shells of church 
und palace, part and parcel of the old 
town’s living quarters and bazaars. While 
outside spreads the comparatively new 
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The Stone That Smote 


Before the onward march of Christianity — the Stone that smote — fell the 
pagan temples of Cyprus. Heaps of stones and some mosaic floor, 
guarded by Cypriote Police, are all that is left today of the famous 
and infamous temple of Aphrodite in the Island of Cyprus. 











Famagusta with shops, tourist hotels, and 
homes. 

‘We cannot linger now to discuss Fama- 
gusta’s fascinating past, but must on at 
once to the site of ancient Salamis, and 
begin our pilgrimage following St. Paul, 

The obliging manager of the Othello 
Hotel calls us a taxi. We are off. About. 
five miles through the countryside, and 
we enter the resefvation of the antiqui- 
ties of Salamis, and dismount at a small 
guard house, the “forest hut,” on a hil- 
lock. From here if we walk a few paces, 
we may look down to our right along 
the Mediterranean shore toward the 
stilted-up ancient port where St. Paul 
landed. ; 

We now follow our English-speaking 
guide into the ruins. 

What was once Salamis is scattered 
cover a vast area sand-clogged, grass- 
grown, scrub-choked. “On the landward 
side is a hideous chaos of stone, squared 
and unsquared, marble and_ granite 
shafts, fragments of cornices and capi- 
tals,” writes the Cypriote archeologist G. 
Jeffery. Remains of three periods are 
shown us: the Roman town of St. Paul’s 
day, later buildings, and the Byzantine 
Christian town of Constantia which was 
built after an earthquake had destroyed 
the older parts. 


The Market Place in Paul’s Day 


- We wander awhile among the lovely 
fallen columns of “the marble forum” 
and inspect other and varied ruins, then 
hasten on to our real objective, “the 
great stone forum,” of St. Paul’s day. 
He must have trod its stones, 
for the great forum was the 
heart of the pulsating business 
city. The forum — market 
place—swarmed with mer- 
chants from many parts of the 
Roman world. Salamis was one 
of Rome’s trading centers. 

The great stone forum’s huge 
columns were cement covered 
(Cyprus is still noted for its 
cement); and now some of the 
neglected drums lie prone and 
humbled. More than three 
acres of the ancient forum lies 
before us, desolated, deserted, 
weed and grass buried, strewn 
with melancholy stone frag- 
ments. 

Crumbled memories of dead 
paganism. A raised mound at 
the upper end of the forum sup- 
ports carved and broken. frag- 
ments of the once haughty tem-~ 
ple of the Cyprian Zeus, whose 
sacrifices were the mangled 
bodies of human beings. 

It is toward the site of Zeus’ 
temple that we make our way, 
but not through the tangled 
grass of the enclosure. The 
guide leads us around outside 
by a road to the upper end. 


~ 
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And when one of us, myself, dear 
Readers, starts to climb through into the 
high grasses to photograph the front of 
the temple site, the agitated guide and 
our chauffeur stop me. “There are 
vipers in that grass.” 

The only living creatures today keep- 
ing watch. at the foot of Zeus’ temple are 
poisonous vipers. G. Jeffery, late Cura- 
tor of the Ancient Monuments of Cyprus, 
writes that the excavation of a certain 
Salamis site was delayed when clearing 
away weeds and undergrowth “by the 
presence of the much dreaded asp... 
The bite of the asp of Cyprus is reck- 
oned irremediably fatal.” 

But I have secured my picture of the 
temple, and also one of the vouta or 
gigantic water reservoir, empty today, 
at the other end of the great stone forum. 

Back to Famagusta, and off early the 
next morning in the path of St. Paul. 

What way they went, St. Paul and 
Barnabas, we do not know. But a Ro- 
man road ran along the south coast 
passing important coastal ports of Cyp- 
rus. We reason that St. Paul probably 
stopped at those cities; so by following 
the coastal route we are following as 
nearly as possible in his way. 


The People and Government of Cyprus 


Ah! dear Readers, this article is all 
too short in which to describe the scen- 
ery between Famagusta and Paphos; its 
varied aspect; at ‘times desolate and 
dreary; at others of overwhelming gran- 
deur; or the characteristics of the Cypri- 
ote people; glimpses of their lives; their 
habits; their one-storied mud-brick 
houses, some plastered with gypsum; the 
clay household jars, some huge, some for 
water-carriage on the shoulder; the chat- 
ter and laughter; the dispiriting discour- 
agement of Cyprus’ poverty; the ne- 
glected people; the kindness of the 
people; the astonishing, even humorous 
effrontery of some bus drivers and taxi 
men; the humanness of it all. One is 
moved to laughter, to wrath, to gratitude 
by turns! But I must hurry you along 
by a straight route to Paphos where it 
seems that Saul of Tarsus became Paul 
(Acts 13:6, 9). 

But a word first about Cyprus today. 
It was annexed to the British Empire 
by Great Britain at the outbreak of the 
World War; before that, since 1878, she 
had rented it from Turkey, and made 
Cyprus a military base to protect her 
Mediterranean interests. That is what 
Cyprus is today, a British military base. 
But the islanders are largely Greek 
Christians, and a strong movement is 
on to go back to the mother country, 
Greece. We hear echoes of this national- 
istic discontent as we travel along. 

The north coast of Cyprus is a British 
tourist center, so are the forested sides 
of Mt. Troddos which dominates the 
landscape. But we are not tourists in 
that sense, and are traveling along the 
south coast from east to west. 

From Famagusta across a peninsula, 
we reach a Bible site of peculiar proph- 
ecy. The town of Larnaca, today a 
levantine port-of-call for freight ships 
and passengers, is built over the ancient 
town of Citium, the Pheenician Chittim 
of the Bible (Num. 24:24; Isa. 23:1, 12; 
Jer. 2:10; Dan. 11:30). In fact, Chittim 
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seems to have lent its name at one time 
to the whole island. 

We drive on. Along the length of the 
plain far to our right, runs a line of 
jagged mountain tops, seemingly barren. 
Any landscape has its distinctive features 
that individualize. Yon line of gloomy 
mountains suggest an evil pagan con- 
science, where unclean spirits, cast out, 
walk in dry places~ (Matt. 12:43). The 
nearly treeless fields on either hand are 
spotted with carob trees, twisted trunks 
as if in pain, bending trunks as if in 
obeisance, but crowned with green um- 
brageous foliage, a canopy from heat of 
day. Carob trees are individualizing 
objects on the Cyprus landscape, as are 
here and there groves of honorable 
hoary olives whose enormous gray boles 
spray out fine, silvery leafage. ¥ 

Cyprus seems to us a thirsty land. It 
has no real rivers; some _ perennial 
streams irrigate their vicinity; while 
through deep gorges rush and roar for 
a brief winter period mountain torrents 
carrying down rich deposits of soil ta 
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Where Sergius Paulus Lived 


The port today of once palatial Paphos, where 

lived and ruled the Roman Govermor of Cyprus, 

Sergivs Paulus. “Paul and his company loosed 

from Paphos.” In the foreground lie stacks of 

grain on what was a pagan temple, now a native 
threshing floor. 


the acreage below. Now, in Maytime, 
some fields are dotted with flowers, and 
the wayside is etched in places with the 
pale lavender-pink of convolvulus. The 
open blue Cypriote sky; the fresh morn- 
ing wind; the sparkling Mediterranean 
when glimpsed to the left melting from 
green to wistaria, and at the horizon to 
purple-blue. As the day advances the 
golden blaze of the sun casts down heat 
rays. 

Dear Readers, how I wish there were 
time fer you to stop and explore, as I 
have, the historic sites along the roufe 
to Paphos. For instance, Amathus’s 
ruined mound by the sea that was a 
living town at the dawn of history. Here 
was worshiped the Tyrian Hercules; 
Phoenicians, Egyptians, Persians, Ro- 
mans, had their day in Amathus; in 1191, 
Richard Coeur-de-Lion and his Crusaders 
took it and destroyed it. In early times 
a Bearded Aphrodite was worshiped at 
Amathus. 

A little farther on, at Limassol, we re- 
fresh ourselves with late luncheon on 
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the seafront esplanade, served by the 
attentive manager of the water front 
hotel. From there we watch the sailing 
ships, and see the little lighters darting 
to. and fro as they lade an American 
freighter anchored out in the roadstead. 

A sharp, cold wind whips our cheeks 
the next morning as we drive off on the 
last lap for Paphos; past Colossi with its 
Crusader castle; Episcopi village well 
watered, its mud brick walls fairly boil- 
ing over with greenery and flowers; 
ruins of pagan Curium perched on its 
strangely clipped rocky height; and off 
the highroad, in the midst of scrubby 
fields, the abandoned stones and pillars 
of fallen Apollo’s temple. Men in those 
pagan days are said to have been thrown 
from a near-by cliff if they but touched 
Apollo’s altar. 

Ah! the variety of scenery along this 
coastal route from here to Paphos. Its 
sudden changes of view—its somber 
barrenness —its weird rock formations 
—its wildness of upland scrub and 
stones — its cultivated rural valleys — its 
folk, its goats, its cattle, and herdsmen 
—its grand magnificence! We rise and 
fall with the rising and falling of grades 
of the roadway which runs, now with 
sweeping glimpses of the colorful Medi- 
terranean; now sharply turning inland 
between hills or cliffs; now crossing over 
deep bridged gorges; now clinging to 
cliffs overhanging the sea; sweeping up 
and down, up and down, around and 
curving, up and down again. Finally a 
long dip past blood-red rocks in a gorge, 
another dip, and we debouch on to a 
plain by the sea. Farther along, off the 
highway, on a height — Kouklia! 


The Scene of Pagan Worship 


Kouklia, with its Cyprus police in 
debonair turned-up hats, is the site of 
Ancient Paphos of the Cyprian Aphro- 
dite (Roman Venus). The temple site is 
a mass of excavated stones, some of 
gigantic proportions, some inscribed in 
Cypriote and Greek, grass grown, in- 
fested with false wheat. The false wheat 
heads shoot their tiny barbed darts with 
thread-like tails into our stockings, even 
through our clothes. There they work 
themselves into the flesh. We hastily 
pluck our legs as one plucks a chicken, 
before the vicious stinging barbs bury 
themselves out of sight. We examine 
the wonderful tiny mechanisms whose 
screwed stems seem with a motion like 
a gimlet’s deliberately to drive the barbs 
in. 
All that is left of the famous Aphro- 
dite—tumbled stones, mosaic flooring, 
and false wheat. 

Yet here in Roman days came pilgrims 
from many lands bearing rich gifts to 
her shrine, gifts for her said to be of 
perfect beauty and to have been born 
from the Mediterranean foam down 
there at the foot of this height. “Goddess 
of depravity,” with poetic camouflage of 
doves and flowers and fruits and “weep- 
ings for Adonis” (the Tammuz men- 
tioned in Ezek. 8:14), she was worshiped 
with abominable rites, not under a hu- 
man form but as a black stone cone. 
Folklorists claim that the worship of 
Aphrodite was imported from Syria, 
probably by Phoenicians, and from there 
spread over the Greek and Roman world. 
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Lesson for April 30 


In Syria she was known as Ashtoreth (1 
Kings 11:5). 

A rose-decked: road, says tradition, 
led from Ancient Paphos down to the 
other town of Paphos (now known 
as New Paphos or Nea Paphos) on 
the seashore. In the year A. D. 45 
Sergius Paulus, Roman Deputy, a pru- 
dent man, ruled Cyprus from this town. 
And to this second Paphos came our 
Saul of Tarsus. He preached the Word 
to Sergius Paulus, who “being aston- 
ished at the doctrine of the Lord” be- 
came the first recorded Gentile Chris- 
tian Governor of any land (Acts 13:12). 
The Light had truly come to the Gentiles. 
And from the charming little half-moon 
port of that Paphos, set sail Saul of 
Tarsus no more, but Paul, together with 
his company, to carry the Light of the 
Gospel into Asia Minor. 

We wander about the small port and 
visit the ruins of another temple to 
Aphrodite. We ponder on the downfall 
of paganism before the sweep of the 
Gospel. The Cypriote pagan temples are 
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no more, neglected they have crumbled, 
and earthquakes have completed their 
destruction. The Stone cut out without 
hands smote them, and became the Head 
of the Corner. ™ 

Indomitable St. Paul! What a cour- 
ageous plunge into the surging sea of 
universal paganism, that inundated the 
Gentile world! What faith was his to be- 
lieve that he might dam that turgid 
flood with the simple words of the Gos- 
pel, that he could overcome the Powers 
of Darkness! But he had his orders 
direct. ; 

‘I am Jesus ... the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive for- 
giveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me” (Acts 26:15, 17, 18). 


In her next article Miss Olcott will 
tell of her visit to the sixteenth cen- 
tury, B. C., royal abode of a Hittite. 








How one school increases the value 
of its graduation exercises 








Witnessing for Christ on Promotion Day 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
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UR graduation exercises are of 
great value to our Sunday school. 
Almost every child in the com- 

munity attends Sunday school every 
Sunday, and an ever-increasing number 
of parents do likewise. Our graduation 
exercises have been an important factor 
in securing this result. 

We follow the standard system of three 
years’ work in each department; that is, 
Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermedi- 
ate, and Senior. As soon as our most 
advanced class graduates from the Senior 
Department we plan to add a Teacher 
Training Department. In accordance 
with this system each class graduates 
every three years. 

No one graduates from any depart- 
ment until he has fulfilled all the re- 
quirements of that department. That is, 
he must learn all the memory work re- 
quired and he must look up answers to 
questions from the Bible on lessons he 
has missed. This insistence on a student 
doing the work before he graduates is 
the foundation of our graduation pro- 
gram which gives it all its point. And 
it also necessitates that co-operation be- 
tween parents and teachers which is 
such an indispensable aid to real 
achievement in the Sunday school. 

Every parent in the community knows 
that the purpose of the Sunday school 
is to give his child a working knowledge 
of the Bible. And he also knows that 
regular attendance is just as essential 
to the Sunday school as it is to public 
school. 

When a child is obliged to be absent, 
his Sunday school teacher tries to get 
into touch with his parents so that they 
may help him to catch up. Sometimes 
the parent calls and asks how he may 
help, and this particularly delights us, 
as it shows he is, at least, beginning 


to understand the importance of the 
Sunday school. 

Occasionally a child needs a great deal 
of special help; as for example, when 
he moves into the community ‘at an age 
when he should know a large amount 
already. In this case several things are 
done to help him. In the first place 
he is handed a typed sheet on which a 
comparatively small number of verses 
are printed. The teacher asks him to 
see how many of these he can know 
perfectly by the next Sunday. He is not 
handed the entire list of things he should 
know at once as its length might dis- 
courage him. On the following Sunday 
the teacher is careful to have the class 
review the particular verses he has been 
learning, so that he may begin to feel 
himself one of them. When he has mas- 
tered these he is given a few more, 
in addition to those the rest of the class 
are learning, and so on, until he is caught 
up. He is always asked to learn the 
new passage or verses his class is learn- 
ing at the time, even if it delays his 
mastering the former requirements, as 
this also makes him feel himself a part 
of the class. 

Some dependable child in the class is 
given the special job of helping the new- 
comer catch up. Often the new scholar 
and his helper may be seen in some cor- 
ner of the school playground studying 
the Scriptures together. This makes a 
good review for the helper and, at the 
same time, gives the new scholar a per- 
sonal link with another member of the 
class which prevents him from feeling 
himself an outsider. In some cases this 
plan has resulted in a warm Christian 
friendship established between them 
which has been a real blessing to both. 

When possible, the teacher visits the 
home of the backward scholar and helps 








* 249 


him from time to time. Often his whole 


family listen to her and profit thereby 
also. Sometimes the teacher invites the 
child to her home and helps him there. 
More than once this has proved to be 
a real opportunity to lead him to Christ. 

So by many and various methods every 
child is enabled to catch up with the rest 
of his class, if for any reason he has 
been behind, and to graduate with them 
at the proper time. 

We hold our graduation exercises in 
the evening as this gives more time for 
them and does not interfere with the 
regular classes of the Sunday school 
session. On that evening the graduates 
of each department recite in unison all 
the ‘Scriptures they have memorized, 
which were not recited by a younger 
group. (When some members of a class 
have learned a great deal more than the 
requirements a “Special Honor” seal or 
a “Cum Laude” is placed upon each of 
their diplomas. These children may or 
may not be given an opportunity to re- 
cite these additional Scriptures at the 
program according to the time needed 
for the other numbers.) We try to keep 
our graduation exercises from seeming 
tedious by having only about twenty-five 
verses recited without intermission. The 
graduates march off the platform while 
a special song is sung, or some interest- 
ing little number is put on by a class 
not graduating that year. They them- 
selves sing a hymn or two which they 
have memorized and have Bible ques- 
tions and answers. Sometimes the pro- 
gram is further varied by one of the 
classes having a Bible drill on the plat- 
form. 

An exceptionally good paper which 
was written by one of the graduates is 
sometimes read on that evening. From 
time to time, classes old enough to do so 
are asked to write papers on various 
subjects. Some of the best papers we 
have received have been on such subjects 
as, “Why Every One Should Believe in 
Christ,” “Why Christians Worship on the 
First. Day of the Week Instead of on 
Saturday,” and, “Why Every Christian 
Should Be a Whole-Hearted Christian.” 
These papers are kept by the teachers 
until the graduation exercises. It is in- 
teresting to see parents listening eagerly 
to one of their children read a sermon 
which they would resent .if it were 
preached to them by a pastor. In one 
case the sermon of a twelve-year-old 
girl was used by the Lord to teach her 
parents a much needed lesson. It was: 
on the story of Mary sitting at the feet 
of Jesus while Martha served. She said 
in part: “I think the mistake Martha 
made was to consider company more im- 
portant than the Lord Jesus. She couldn’t. 
have been ‘cumbered about much serv- 
ing’ if she had only expected three other 
people to dinner, the Lord Jesus, and 
her brother and sister. She must have 
had lots of company coming, and she 
thought getting a grand dinner ready 
for them was more important than tak- 
ing time to learn at the feet of 
Jesus.” 

The parents of this girl had accepted 
Christ some time before, but failed to 
attend Sunday school whenever they had 
company coming or were “going visit- 
ing” themselves. We had tried to point 
out (gently, since they were babes) that. 
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this irregular attendance was bad for 
them and grieving to the Lord. They 
said they hated to miss, but simply could 
not offend their friends and relatives. 
This seemed to be their settled attitude. 
But from the time their own child put 
it so plainly, they never made that ex- 
cuse again. Indeed, the father told his 
own older unsaved brother, who with 
his family was their most frequent vis- 
itor and host, that they simply could not 
go to spend Sunday with them till after 
Sunday school. He told his brother 
that he did not wish to offend him, but 
he felt that Sunday school was “an ap- 
pointment with the Lord.” To his sur- 
prise and joy, instead of being offended, 
the brother said, “If your Sunday school 
is so terribly important as that, next 
time we come over we will come early 
enough to go with you.” This family 
lives more than ten miles away, but 
they have come faithfully every Sun- 
day since the first one when they came 
to see what was so “terribly important.” 
Both husband and wife and at least three 
of their children have been saved, and 
the family of the girl who gave the 
sermon have been greatly encouraged 
to put the Lord first. Perhaps the most 
curious part of this wonderful story is 
that the girl was never conscious of her 
part in it. So in many ways our gradua- 
tion exercises yield much blessing. 

At the graduation exercises all the 
graduates are dressed in white. The 
girls wear simple white muslin dresses 
and the boys wear white surplices. These 
were made several years ago by some of 
the mothers, and are worn from year 
to year by the different graduates. The 
dresses are given out a couple of weeks 
before graduation, so that the mothers 
may see that they fit and may have them 
freshly done up. The only difference 
between the costumes of the graduates 
of the different departments aside from 
size is in the color of ribbon worn. Each 
department has its particular color of 
ribbon which the girls wear for sash and 
hair bow, and these ribbons are care; 
fully saved from year to year also. Thus, 
not only is every child who graduates 
enabled to look nice without any extra 
expense on the part of his parents, 
but also no wrong feeling is fostered 
between those who can afford more ex- 
pensive clothes and those who cannot. 

Snapshots of each class that graduated 
are taken of them in their graduation 
costumes at the first opportunity after 
the exercises have taken place. Then 
the costumes are put away till the fol- 
lowing year. Each child can get a snap 
of his class, and this they delight to do. 
In fact, sometimes parents ask for a 
large number of copies of this and mail 
them to all their friends with a detailed 
list of all their children have learned. 
We feel that this can do nothing but 
good to all concerned. A projection en- 
largement is made of the best snap of 
each class for a comparatively small sum, 
and this is then framed and hung in 
their classroom. The children urge their 
yarents to come to Sunday school to see 
this, no matter how many copies they 
thave taken home of the same picture in 
smaller size. We welcome everything 
ithat interests the parents in the Sunday 
sschool, and which makes each child feel 
tthat she is a vital part of it. 
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The possible danger of our graduation 
programs is that the children and their 
parents might get to consider “head 
knowledge” the chief end of the Sun- 
day school. To guard against this we 
frequently remind them that we are to 
be “doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.” They are told most emphatically 
that if they do not accept Christ as Sav- 
iour, all the knowledge and diplomas in 
the world will never save their souls. 
We tell them that it is most important 
to know God’s Word, but that it is a 
terrible thing to know it and then to dis- 
obey it. We try to make them see that 
doing God’s will is the happiest life pos- 
sible in this world, and is the only thing 





April 15, 1939 


that matters for the world to come. We 
seek to point out to the children oppor- 
tunities for them to serve the Lord in 


a special way, and they learn that even .- 


their daily work should all be done to 
the glory of God. 

Finally, we teachers unite in prayer 
that God’s Word may be “living and 
powerful” 'in the hearts and lives of the 
children. Although there is much more 
we are longing to see accomplished, God 
is wonderfully answering this prayer. 
Therefore we are all enthusiastic about 
our graduation exercises which have had 
a real part in building up our Sunday 
school. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Leading a Class from Boyhood to Manhood 


“The grearest encouragement | ever had in 
schoal week 


By Marietta Tardy 














HEN I think of my Sunday 
W szica class of boys, now grown 

men, I wish it were possible to 
share with all teachers and prospective 
teachers the joy of work among boys, 
—-something of what it has meant in my 
life. But to tell of what has given me 
the greatest encouragement means tak- 
ing the reader right into my heart, that 
he may see what a blessing this work 
has brought me, and how my wish for 
the boys is not confined to the past, or 
present, but looks into the future, that 
God may abundantly use: them for his 
service. 

I have always agreed with the writer 
who said: “When we save an adult we 
save a unit; but when we save a child 
we save a multiplication table.” 

I like to remember, too, that when our 
Lord showed his public forgiveness to 
Peter, reinstating him, in His threefold 
command (John 21:15-17) it was first, 
“Feed my lambs,” then, “Feed my sheep.” 

So I think back some years ago when 
I looked into eager, boyish faces in the 
Junior Department and made a plea for 
their acceptance of Christ. 

But I did not stop there — personal 
work is best accomplished when we 
deal with the individual alone. So there 
was an hour spent with one boy'in the 
missionary library at the church. We 
had a heart-to-heart talk of what taking 
Christ as a personal Saviour would 
mean. The boy was so dear, so faithful 
to all that was true, but perplexed over 
some things that I, too, had found diff- 
cult to understand at his age. So I asked 
him to tell me plainly of any points that 
were not quite clear. This was the first 
member of our class to confess openly 
before the world his allegiance to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He was also the 
first member we lost, as his family 
moved to another city. And although 
that was years ago, we have never got- 
ten out of touch with each other. He 
is now a college graduate, taking post- 
graduate work in his chosen profession. 
And in spite of the miles and years that 
separate us, he is as dear to me today 
as when a Junior boy in the missionary 


library he made the great decision of 
his life. 

I have always felt that the half hour 
allotted us Sunday mornings for our les- 
sons is too brief a period to accomplish 
what is, or should be, the aim of every 
teacher; that is, to bring her pupils to 
know and love Christ as their best 
Friend, their unseen Partner, and most 
of all as their Redeemer; the One who 
has redeemed them from the penalty of 
sin is daily redeeming them from the 
power of sin, and one day will redeem 
them from the very presence of sin. 

So I had my boys visit me in my room. 
I would have them to dinner, having 
what we called “a get-together time,” an 
opportunity for becoming better ac- 
quainted. Sometimes during the week 
the boys would drop in to see me, per- 
haps, telling me things that worried 
them, or talking over their plans for the 
future. This confidence was appreciated. 
But after all these years I might quote 
a bit to show more plainly the boyish 
attitude toward our class relations. 

This particular boy (that I am recall- 
ing) said that he was thinking of going 
into athletics professionally, and added: 
“Now don’t pray that I must not take 
up this work.” To which I replied, “I 
won’t. But I will ask: God to protect 
you in it.” 

Then there came one of the happiest 
days of my life, yet I was lying on a 
hard hospital bed in constant pain, the 
result of a taxi accident. But my joy 
was from the knowledge that four of my 
boys were joining the church that day, 
showing their colors by this step, prov- 
ing to the world to whom they belonged, 
ratifying their acceptance of Christ made 
in the Junior Department. They had 
talked it over with me at the hospital, 
and their earnest, young faces are a pre- 
cious memory. 

But it was not until some years later 
that I had the privilege of seeing one of 
my boys join the church,—a splendid 
young fellow, young in years, but his 
size and school uniform gave him a cer- 
tain dignity. 

Although I was shut in because of my 












































Lemon for April 30 


accident for a year, I never lost touch 
with my class. The young man who took 
it during this time kindly let himself 
be a substitute teacher. The boys were 
very faithful about coming to see me. 
There was one boy who would always 
come Sundays and report to me who 
were absent. Then I would either write 
a note, or pick up the telephone by my 
bed, and let those particular boys know 
they had been missed, and would be ex- 
pected the next Sunday. I have often 
felt that the greatest blessing of those 
shut-in days. was the fact that they 
brought my boys so much closer to me. 

For instance, I am remembering a 
Mother’s Day in 1928 when a beautiful 
rose bush was brought to brighten my 
little room. It is still flourishing and 
blooming every spring in a far Southern 
city, so distant from icy Chicago. But 
more precious than the plant was the 
card which came with it, “For my Sun- 
day Mother.” 

I took these boys through the Junior 
Department into the Intermediate. It 
was when in the former department that 
I asked them, during the summer vaca- 
tion, to hunt up in their Bibles one hun- 
dred different names for our Lord. When 
you realize there are 365 names given 
to Christ you will readily see that this 
was not as difficult as it seems, although 
really my motive was to insure their 
reading the Bible while away from the 
influence of Sunday school. But on their 
return, with the work unfinished, I was 
glad to give them a helping hand. And 
pérhaps this was the beginning of their 
coming to see me Sunday afternoons. 

When their promotion was very evi- 
dent, and my going up with them was 
in question, one boy said tome: “If you 
are not promoted with us, can’t we still 
come to see you?” ; 

In the Intermediate Department we 
organized the class. The secretary, in 
calling the roll, was answered this way. 
If, for instance, the boy had read his 
Bible every day of the past week, he 
said, “Seven”; if only three times the 
reply was, “Three,” and so on. But if 
he had not read it at allea zero mark 
was placed against his name. 

I tried to make them have a realization 
of the presence of the Lord Jesus during 
the class period. We always began or 
closed the lesson with prayer. Often a 
sentence prayer from each one was 
given. I suggested, if they could not 
think of anything to say, that they bor- 
row Peter’s prayer, “Lord, thou knowest 
all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee” (John 21:17). This I have known 
them to do. While the last day I had 
my class gathered around me, every boy 
led in prayer. There was one prayer 
(just a few words) that I will never 
forget. And the boy that spoke them 
has graduated from college and found 
his work in the Far West. And after 
the class was no longer mine, I had the 
joy of being told of the beautiful prayer 
one of my boys offered in other church 
work. 

There looks down at me as I write 
the pictured group of the boys taken 
some nine years ago. And to this have 
been added photographs (since sent me) 
taker at graduation from high school, 
and in college cap and gown. These pic- 
tures, with every letter that comes from 
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a member of this Sunday school class, 
are treasured. 

To quote from one letter which came 
thanking me for a birthday letter, the 
writer said, “You taught me to be decent 
before I knew what decency meant.” 

Perhaps my greatest encouragement in 
this much loved and privileged work is 


the fact that it has never really been 


given up. For as long as I can daily 
bring to our heavenly Father by name 
these nine boys, praying for them as 
only one can who realizes a great re- 
sponsibility, I can be assured of an an- 
swer, trusting in God’s promises, leaving 
them in his hands. I am not unmindful 
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of a gap where one name used to be, a 
boy with a finely trained mind—one 
who, humanly speaking, we would have 
thought had a worth-while work to do 
in the world. But God makes no mis- 
takes. So when I leave this earth I 
know that James, who went to Heaven 
some five years ago, will be waiting to 
greet me. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 


This article and the following were among 
the many submitted in the prize contest 
conducted by the Txuwes for Sunday school 
method articles. While they did not win 
prizes, they are well worth the attention of 
Sunday school workers. 








How We Increased Enrollment and Attendance 
A fishing contest that brought a good catch 


By D. M. Wells 























URS is a small church of about a 

hundred members in a city of a 

million and a half people. It is 
in a district mostly residential, and the 
community is well supplied with 
churches. There is nothing especially 
new in the methods used to promote our 
Sunday school attendance. The people 
“had a mind to work,” or, rather, to fish; 
and when all the streams of humanity 
around a church are _ systematically 
fished and worked with the fine mesh 
net of a house-to-house survey, there 
are sure to be results. 

It was decided to merge a community 
survey and a “Fishermen’s Contest.” 
Rally Day was set for the second 
Sunday of the seven weeks’ contest. 
A Sunday school convention was sched- 
uled for the Wednesday evening before 
the close of the attendance campaign. 
This convention, which is a quarterly 
affair sponsored by the Sunday school 
boards of the several churches of the 
denomination in the city, had a very in- 
teresting program in which all the sub- 
jects discussed had to do with some 
phase of fish or fishing, as applied to 
Sunday school work. 

The teacher of the young married 
people’s class was elected chairman of 
the contest committee. He had demon- 
strated his ability as a Sunday school 
fisherman in building up his own class 
from a mere dozen to a half hundred. 
His resourcefulness in ways and means 
and enthusiasm in putting his ideas into 
practice was a large factor for the suc- 
cess of the contest. 

The first Sunday the workers went 
out on the survey they assembled in the 
church where the assignments were 
made, which was as a rule only one 
block to a worker. Most of them pre- 
ferred to work in pairs. The pastor 
gave a brief talk dealing with the 
method of approach and what items on 
the survey card should be emphasized. 
Sunday was found to be the poorest day 
of the week, as so many were away from 
home. About fifty blocks were can- 
vassed checking up on the following 
points: Name, address, members of 
church? Attend any Sunday school? 
Number of children? Attend Sunday 








school, “Yes” or “No”? The cards 
printed especially for the survey had a 
column for ages and one for names of 
both boys and girls, with printed instruc- 
tions to check those not attending any 
school. Space was left in one corner for 
any data that might be of service to 
future workers. The cards were sorted 
and a list made out for the teacher of 
the boys’ class nine to twelve years of 
age, giving name, age, and address of 
all the boys included in those ages. Many 
times the card showed that children of 
other ages below or beyond this particu- 
lar class were in the home. The ages 
and names of these were placed after 
the boy’s address and the teacher re- 
quested to “fish” for these also when | 
calling on his own prospect. In this way 
each prospect would receive at least two 
calls. This was done for all the teachers 
who had any prospects in the survey, 
also for the Cradle Roll and the Home 
Department superintendents. Of course 
members of other Sunday schools were 
not solicited. 

On the first Sunday of the fishing con- 
test every one old enough to work was 
given a “Bring One” button. At the 
same time every one able to read, re- 
ceived typewritten rules governing the 
contest. These were few and simple. An 
announcement concerning the prizes fol- 
lowed the rules. 

Enthusiasm must be created and in- 
terest stirred and sustained if a Fisher- 
man’s Contest is to succeed. Two weeks 
before the start-off the Sunday school 
artist placed on the bulletin board a 
large painting of a fine large fish, about 
half out of the water apparently jumping 
for a fly. The painting carried the curi- 
osity-stirring words “Coming Soon.” 
The artist had also drawn a picture .of a 
boy with patched trousers, and wearing 
a large sombrero, sitting in typical boy 
style with his crude fishing pole wait- 
ing for a bite. One of the teachers of 
the Intermediate boys happens to be on 
the photographer’s staff of one of the 
big daily papers. He photographed the 
drawing and made a mounted picture, 
nine by eleven inches, one for each class. 
These were posted in the main audito- 
rium close to the respective classes dur- 
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ing the opening and closing exercises. 
Whenever a “catch” was made by any- 
one, a colored paper fish was pasted 
on the picture belonging to the class 
claiming the “catch.” 

All newcomers were received at the 
main entrance, their name and address 
secured, also the name of the fisherman 
that brought them. Every Sunday a 
brief talk full of information and in- 
spiration was given by the chairman 
of the contest committee. A verse or 
two with the chorus of the contest theme 
song was then led by the assistant choris- 
ter. The song, “I will make you fishers 
of men,” was very appropriate and 
stirring. As the “catches” were brought 
in, each fisherman’s “Bring One” button 
was exchanged for a “Brought One” 
or “Brought Three” button as the case 
required. From this button there dan- 
gled a string of metal fish equal to the 
number on the button. Every newcomer 
was given a “Bring One” button and 
urged to turn fisherman also. Twelve 
new ones,went fishing, too, and caught 
twenty-three other first-timers. Both 
the survey and contest were full of 
the enthusiasm that does things and is 
contagious. 

On the closing day of the contest, an- 
nouncement was made that there would 
be a fisherman’s rally the next Sunday. 
All fishermen were urged to bring out 
their total “catch” for the awarding of 
prizes. Cards were sent to each new one 
as well as to every’ fisherman, summar- 
izing the results of the fine co-operation 
in commendatory words and stressing 
attendance at the fisherman’s rally. This 
gave us a chance to conserve our gains 
more fully. More new ones were regis- 
tered, and the slump was only fourteen 
below the highest attendance of the con- 
test. 

The main high spots are particularly 
interesting. Sixty-six fishermen ranging 
from three years to sixty-nine years of 
age participated. Exactly half of these 
were adults. The girls outnumbered the 
boys nearly three to one, there being 
24 of the former and only 9 boys. Eighty- 
five new ones were “caught” for the 
combined Junior,: Intermediate, and 
Adult Departments, and 74 for the Pri- 
mary; 5 for the Cradle Roll, and 6 for 
the Home Department, making a total 
“catch” of 174. 

One adult class received 30 new mem- 
bers. A class of seven-year-olds was 
increased by 18 much alive “fish” of the 
game variety. A class of eight-year-olds 
throbbed with new life enjoying a haul 
of 16. The class of six-year-oldsters 
closely trailed the eights with a string 
of 15.. A Junior boys’ class tied for 
honors with an adult class, their nets 
each enclosing an even dozen. 

The average attendance for the eight 
weeks preceding the contest was 136. 
This was steadily raised so that the aver- 
age for the seven weeks of the contest 
was 224. The highest attendance for 
any Sunday of the eight weeks before 
the start-off was 166. The highest dur- 
ing the contest was the last Sunday with 
an attendance of 265. This was 99 higher 
than the highest point of the preceding 
eight weeks. The average attendance 
for the entife contest was 88 above the 
average for the two previous months. 

As can be easily seen, the total “catch” 
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of 159, exclusive of the Home Depart- 
ment and Cradle Roll, has not been all 
held as a permanent addition to the main 
school. But the enrollment has been 
raised to the full 159.. This has greatly 
enlarged our follow-up work. A very 
worth-while and encouraging gain has 
also been made in the attendance as 
the facts above reveal. 
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Now the task is before us to follow up 
the absentees of an increased enrollmerit, 
and the survey prospects not yet brought 
in, plus the holding of the new ones. 
These problems are being attacked with 
the same vigor shown in the contest. 
But that is another story. 


Detroit, MIcn. 














A Day of Prayer on May 25 


An urgent call from the Great Commission Prayer League for united prayer 
for ministers and missionaries 














unusual form of address at the 

beginning of the call for a 
“World-Wide Day of Prayer for Minis- 
ters and Missionaries” which has just 
been issued by the Great Commission 
Prayer League of Chicago. It is a chal- 
lenge to us all, and we cannot be in- 
different, in these troubled days, to the 
stirring words of the call which are 
here given: 


“‘We beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are 
over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 
and to esteem them very highly in love, 
for their work’s sake’ (1 Thess. 5:12, 13). 


“As you think over this announcement 
of the Day of Prayer for Ministers and 
Missionaries called for MAY 25, 1939 
(approaching Pentecost), we are sure 
you will feel, as do many, that it meets 
a very vital need, and is in harmony 
with God’s revealed purpose to bless his 
people through the means of united 
prayer. 

“The necessity for bringing this call 
to the attention of ‘Prayer meeting Peo- 
ple’ throughout the world is so urgent 
that we feel we must lay the same upon 
your conscience. It should be printed 
and mailed to every awakened Chris- 
tion in America, and to missionaries on 
the fields of the world, so that it can 
stir them up to take hold upon God 
for the needful blessing. 

“The local church is a God-willed 
lamp-stand for the light of Revival. 
When spiritual fuel is low, the light of 
Christian testimony will flicker and 
practically fail. The Church is God’s 
only outlet for the light of life. If she 
fails, the world must experience a rapid 
moral decline, and greater spiritual 
darkness. God has not yet withdrawn 
his ambassadors, nor the Spirit or grace, 
so there is hope. 

“Let every Christian be awake, watch- 
ing unto prayer. Let no individual 
Christian feel ‘inconsequential.’ The 
‘members’ that seem the least necessary 
are often most essential. God has chosen 
‘weak things’ that his strength in them 
may be made perfect. Through you he 
can glorify his name in a wondrous 
work. 

“Will you, therefore, do what you can 
to aid in the publication and placing of 
hundreds of thousands of posters where 
they will do the utmost good? All the 
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prayer meeting people need to be 
aroused to a union and agreement in 


prayer which fits in with the desires of 
our Lord. The time is short. Reaching 
the praying people in the ‘uttermost 
parts of the world,’ and in the churches 
of our own land, is a challenging task. 

“What part in prayer and provision 
would the Lord have you take? Miracles 
wait upon the responses of faith. The 
‘five loaves and two small fishes’ and the 
‘colt’? loaned to the Lord, when once in 
HIS hands turned into miracles imme- 
diately. It shall be so again. As we sow, 
at the Lord’s bidding, we will find that 
our ‘handful of corn upon the top of a 
mountain’ shall produce fruit that shall 
‘shake like Lebanon.’ God is able to 
make this ministry of rousing the peo- 
ple of God to prayer for his ambassadors 
as a torch of revival flame. 

“In the days of Jonathan Edwards, it 
was a call to prayer that brought the 
people of God into a union and agree- 
ment for revival which ended in that 
wondrous work of grace called the New 
England Revival. May God grant that 
our mutual participation in this spread- 
ing appeal shall be honored above any- 
thing that we can ask or think. Ask God 
to show you what part you should have 
in sending out this call to the. ends of 
the earth. As you pray, he will make 
the responsibility clear. 

“ “Arise, let us build.’” 


The League is also issuing an attractive 
poster, 11x16 inches and printed in two 
colors. It announces the day of prayer 
in bold letters printed across a map of 
the world, quotes part of 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-17, gives the address of the League, 
and in addition bears these striking 
words: 

Spend One Hour Alone with God. 

Sponsor Cottage Prayer Meetings. 

Stress Prayer in Chapel and Other 
Services. 

Set Aside Time for Intercession at Meals. 

Pastors, superintendents of Sunday 
schools, and other Christian workers 
will do well to write for copies of the 
call and for posters to put up in promi- 
nent places. Both may be had upon re- 
quest from the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago. 


se 


Don’t talk about the tragedy of the 
cross; that was God-planned. Talk about 
the tragedy of sin that caused the cross. 
—Dr. H. W. Bieber at Founder’s Week 
Conference at Moody Bible Institute. 
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Lesson for April 30 
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LESSON 5. APRIL 30. PAUL CROSSES INTO EUROPE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15: 36 to 17:15; printed text, Acts 15:36, 16: 4-15 
Golden Text.—After he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia.—Acts 16: 10 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 15:36; 16:4-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 15:36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let 
us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 


16:4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered them 
the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and 
elders which were at Jerusalem. 

5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and 
increased in number daily. 

6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region 
of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the 
word in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into 
Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 

8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a 
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us. 

10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeav- 
oured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord 
had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course 
to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 

12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding 
certain days. 

13 And on the sabbath, we went out of the city by a river side, 
where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of 
the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us. 
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Acts 15:36 And after some days Paul said unto Barnabas, Let 
us return now and visit the brethren in every city wherein we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they fare. 


16:4 And as they went on their way through the cities, they 
delivered them the decrees to keep which had been ordained of 
the apostles and elders that were at Jerusalem. 5 So the churches 
were strengthened ‘in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

6 And they went through “the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the word in 
Asia; 7 and when they were come over against Mysia, they 
assayed to go into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus suffered 
them not; 8 and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 
9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a man 
of Macedonia standing, beseeching him, and saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us. 10 And when he had seen the 
vision, straightway we sought to go forth into Macedonia, con- 
cluding that God had called us to * preach the’ gospel unto them. 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight course 
to Samothrace, and the day following to Neapolis; 12 and from 
thence to Philippi, which is a city of Macedonia, the first of the 
district, a Roman colony: and we were in this city tarrying 
certain days. 13 And on the sabbath day we went forth without 
the gate by a river side, * where we supposed there was a place 
of prayer; and we sat down, and spake unto the women that 
were come together. 14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened to give heed unto 
the things which were spoken by Paul. 15 And when she was 
baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and 
abide there. And she constrained us. 

1Or, in faith. *#Or, Phrygia and the region of Galatia. 
®Gr., bring the good tidings. See ch. 5:42. ‘Many authori- 
ties read, where was wont to be, etc. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A, Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE entrance of Paul and his com- 

| panions into Europe was an event 
that should ever be of gleep inter- 

est to those of us who are descended 
from the various Occidental peoples 
whose pagan forefathers first heard the 
Gospel through the lips of the apostle 
to the Gentiles and those associated with 
him. It is quite possible and in fact 
probable that there had. been isolated 
instances of Christian testimony in Eu- 
ropean lands, even in Rome itself, be- 
fore Faul went to Philippi, for over 
twenty years had elapsed since Pente- 
cost, and we know that Jewish traders, 
some of whom had doubtless become 
believers in Christ, traveled the high- 
ways of the world visiting all its great 
cities and lesser communities, and these 
would, without question, give the Gospel 
message to their friends in distant places. 
But Paul’s entry into Macedonia was the 
true official beginning of Europe’s evan- 
gelization, for while his message was 
invariably to the Jew first, his chief 
sphere of ministry was to the pagan 
world. His years of service in Asia had 
been used of God to the establishment of 
many churches in all the regions north 
and northwest of Palestine. The natu- 
ral thing would be to cross over into 
contiguous European lands, spurred on 
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by the desire to see further — 
of the cross of Christ. 


The Historical Setting 


The second missionary journey of the 
apostle began, according to the best 
authorities, in the year A. D. 52, and 
lasted about two years. After a brief 
visit to churches in Syria, Cilicia, 
Phrygia, and Galatia, confirming the 
churches, he was divinely led to go from 
Troas to Macedonia. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 15:36.—“Let us go again.” Paul 
took the initiative in suggesting a second 
tour to Barnabas, but apparently he only 
had in mind revisiting the scenes of 
former labors. The unhappy difference 
of judgment between these two men of 
God concerning John Mark (vs. 37-39) 
led to a separation, and when Barna- 
bas sailed away with his cousin to his 
old home and former scene of labor in 
Cyprus, Paul chose Silas (15:40, 27, 32) 
and left to carry out his purpose, com- 
mended by the church at Antioch unto 
the grace of God. 


Chap. 16:4.—“They delivered them the 
decrees for to keep.” Paul and Silas 
visited the different churches in Syria, 
Cilicia, Phrygia, and Galatia, and every- 
where they went they made known the 
decisions of the Jerusalem council. At 
Lystra young Timothy was added to 
their company. 

Verse 5.—“The churches established.” 
One can well understand the help and 





encouragement the visits of these three 
men of God brought to the young con- 
verts constituting these early churches. 
They were built up in the faith, strength- 
ened in testimony, and inquirers were 
led into the knowledge of Christ, and 
thus added to their numbers. 


Verse 6.—“Forbidden of the Holy 
Ghost.” After these visits to churches 
already formed, they were ready to enter 
new fields. Asia, a proconsular prov- 
ince, was close at hand and seemed a 
likely sphere for service, but in some 
unmistakable manner the Holy Spirit 
made it clear to them that God would 
have them go elsewhere. 


Verse 7.—‘The Spirit suffered them 
not.” Bithynia was next suggested to 
their minds, but it was not yet the 
Lord’s time for them to go there. Ac- 
cording to the Revised Version, “the 
Spirit of Jesus” turned them aside. 

Verse 8—“‘They ... came down to 
Troas.” Evidently perplexed and bewil- 
dered, they passed on to Troas, a thriv- 
ing commercial city of Mysia, a port 
over against Macedonia on the A¢gean 
Sea. It was here, we gather, that Luke, 
“the beloved physician,” joined them, 
for from this time on we find the author 
of the Acts using the pronouns “we” and 
“us” (except when he tarried behind), 
showing that he was now a member of 
the missionary party. 

Verse 9.—*A man of Macedonia.” The 
fact that Paul had to be directed by a 
vision would seem to indicate that there 
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was something troubling him and be- 
clouding his sense of communion. Pos- 
sibly he had not yet gotten over the 
perturbation of soul occasioned by the 
rift with his own fellow laborer. The 
Macedonian in the vision represented the 
multitudes of heathen in Europe whose 
deep need constituted the cry, “Come 
over... and help us.” 


Verse 10.—“‘Assuredly gathering.” 
Notice Luke’s “we.” Paul conferred 
with his companions. All were unani- 
mous that the vision was the expression 
of the mind of God directing them to 
begin the great work of the evangeliza- 
tion of Macedonia. 

Verse 11—“We came with a straight 
course.” As soon as they were convinced 
that the Lord was leading them to this 
great forward step, they hesitated no 
longer, but sailed directly to Samo- 
thracia, an island port in the A¢gean 
Sea, and then on to Neapolis, which was 
eight miles from Philippi, the Mace- 
donian capital. 


Verse 12.—“Thence to Philippi.” Brook- 
ing no delays, they pressed on to the 
capital, a Roman colony (or colonia), 
that is, a city governed directly from 
Rome and whose freeborn inhabitants 
were reckoned as Roman citizens. Upon 
arrival, however, several days seem to 
have elapsed ere they found anyone 
interested in their message. 


Verse 13.—“Where prayer was wont to 
be made.” Evidently, there were not 
enough Jews in Philippi to maintain a 
synagogue, but they had a recognized 
prayer place by the river where cere- 
monial cleansings could be practiced. 
Thither went the little group of evan- 
gelists and found only a few women, 
to whom they preached the Gospel. 

Verse 14—“Lydia ... of Thyatira.” 
Behold the wonder of sovereign grace! 
Thyatira was a city of Asia, that prov- 
ince which they had been forbidden to 
enter a little earlier. But God had an 
Asian woman in mind, one whom he 
knew to be ready for the message, and 
he brought them to Philippi to find her. 
Her heart responded to the truth, and so 
the first convert in Europe was an Asian 
woman ! 


Verse 15—“Come into my house.” 
Lydia and her household (see v. 40) 
were all baptized, thus constituting a 
Christian assembly. Doubtless, she was 
a business woman with a large establish- 
ment; and in her home the traveling 
preachers found a dwelling place from 
which to go forth to carry the story of 
the cross to the people of that great city. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Holy Spirit of God is the “Lord 
of the harvest,” the true Vicar of Christ, 
who has come to earth to be the Director 
of the world-wide missionary enterprise 
of the Church of God. When subject to 
his guidance, Christ’s servants will be 
preserved from mistakes as to their 
proper fields of service and will be led 
into those particular places where they 
can best meet the needs of perishing 
humanity. It looked at first as though 
Paul was mistaken in heeding the voice 
that called him to Macedonia. But after 
the preliminary days of testing, a great 
door of opportunity was opened for the 
Gospel in Europe. It is all-important 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons forthe year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. April 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
6. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
7. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38; Ephesians 2 
8 May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home (A social aspect of the liquor 
problem). 
Jeremiah 35:5-10; Ephesians 5:15-21; 6:1-4. 
9. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 
Romans 1:1-17; 3:21-30; 5:1-11; 10:11-15 
10. June 4.—Paul Pleads His Own Case. 
Acts 21:27 to 23:11; 24:10 to 26:32 
11. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3, 10, 11; 
4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 3:1-29; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22 
12. June 18.—Paul Writes Personal Let- 
ters. 1 Timothy 1:1-4; 6:11-16; 
2 Timothy 1:1-14; Titus 1:1-6; Philemon 
13. June 25.—Paul Reviews His Life. 
2 Corinthians 11:16 to 12:10; 
Philippians 1:12-24; 3:7-16; 2 Timothy 4:7, 8 











that Christ’s ambassadors be under his 
control. 


Lesson Outlines 
GosPEL TESTIMONY IN PHILIPPIANS 
1. Fellowship in the Gospel (1:5) 
2. The confirmation of the Gospel (v. 
7) 
3. The furtherance of the Gospel (v. 


The defense of the Gospel (v. 17) 
. Behavior worthy of the Gospel (v. 


. The faith of the Gospel (v. 27) 

. Service in the Gospel (2:22) 
Our MISSIONARY RESPONSIBILITY 

. Look on the fields (John 4:35) 

. Go ye (Matt. 28:19) 

. Pray ye (Matt. 9:38) 

4. Give ye (Mark 6:37) 

5. Send workers (Acts 13:1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


A Divine Prerogative. It is the Lord 
who opens and shuts doors for service. 
When he closes a door it is useless trying 
to open it. When he opens a door, not 
all the powers of hell can shut it, While 
all the world is our parish, as Wesley 
truly said, there are special fields for 
special workers at special times. It is 
all-important to know just where God 
would have one go and then to obey 
without question or hesitation. 


The Man of Macedonia. It must have 
been a real trial of faith after hearing 
the call, to go over into Macedonia and 
find no welcoming group, and at first 
but a few devout women ready to re- 
ceive the Word. But those women were 
to be the forerunners of untold millions 
of Europeans who throughout the cen- 
turies to follow would believe the Gos- 
pel. It was not until they were cast 
into prison that Paul and Silas found 
the man of Macedonia, but what a won- 
derful conversion was his and how mar- 
velously his story has been used to bring 
myriads more to Christ. 


on 


Practical and Personal Applications 

If we know Christ as our Saviour, 
are we now seeking to be led by his 
Spirit as tc daily service in giving the 
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Gospel to those who are still in their 
sins? 

When God’s will is made known, do we 
obey without hesitation, as Paul and his 


company did when they knew he was 


calling therh to go into Macedonia? 


If Lydia had not been at the prayer 
meeting when Paul appeared to tell of 
Christ Jesus, how much she would have 
missed! Do we value and attend such 
gatherings as we should? 


Are our homes such as that of Lydia, 
where Christ’s servants would feel they 
had a welcome and would find true fel- 
lowship? 


Has the need of the great godless world 
come home to our hearts in such a way 
as to impress upon us our responsibility 
to give the Gospel to those sitting in 
darkness and the shadow of death? 


If Paul and his fellow missionaries 
had not heeded the call to go into Mace- 
donia as missionaries of the cross, think 
how different might have been our own 
circumstances today ! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The strife between Paul and Barnabas 
should be a solemn warning to us all. 


It is good to know that in after years 
Barnabas and Paul were evidently close 
friends (1 Cor. 9:6), and John Mark 
made good (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11). 


When Silas left Jerusalem as one of 
the messengers of the council, he did not 
realize that he was to become a foreign 
missionary. 

The Holy Spirit can be trusted to di- 
rect his servants if on their part there 
be readiness to walk in obedience to his 
guiding voice. 

God has a field of service for each of 
us, and we shall not fail to find it if we 
are truly yielded to him. 


Philippi was a Roman colony, that is, 
a little bit of Rome in a distant land; so 
the church is a heavenly colony in a 
godless world. 


Sometimes it looks as though it is the 
women who keep up the prayer meet- 
ings, for the men are often conspicuous 
by their absence. 


Lydia was an honest seeker after God,, 
and he saw that she received the light. 
she needed. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT caused the dissension between 
Paul and Barnabas? 
2. Who became Paul’s companion after 
Barnabas left for Cyprus? 
3. How did the second missionary jour- 
ney begin? 
4. Who became the third member of the 
missionary party and where? 
5. Why did they not go into the prov-. 
inces of Asia and Bithynia? 
6. Who joined the group at Troas? 
7. In what way did God reveal his mind 
as to a new field of service? 
8. In what city did the evangelization of 
Europe begin? 
9. Who was the first convert, and where 
was she found? 
10. What place became Paul’s headquar- 
ters in Philippi? : 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 260 of this issue. 
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Lesson for April 30 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for the visions that thou 
dost grant unto us in the day or in the night. 
Our seeing is so often clouded by the mists 
of doubt that hover in our minds, that we 
rejoice when doubts as to duty are cleared 
away, and thou dost enable us to see clearly 
what we ought to do. Many times these 
doubts are of our own making because of 
minds that wander away from thee, but when 
we are in perplexity we thank thee for the 
readiness with which thou dost point the way 
to thy children who trust thee, and look to 
thee for light and direction. Help us this 
day to put aside whatever would cloud our 
vision, and enable us to act promptly in 
accordance with what thou dost show us to 
be clear’ duty. We ask this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Can any of you tell 
me what is meant by a vision? Yes, you 
have various ideas on that, but it is sim- 
ply something seen, is it not? We see 
some things, with our eyes, and other 
things with what we call our “mind’s 
eye,” or the “spirit’s eye”; and some of 
the most wonderful things that God lets 
us see come to us either in the day or in 
the night as visions of his will, given to 
us by the Holy Spirit to direct us in 
practical, definite ways in the line of 
duty. In this lesson Paul and Timothy 
were forbidden to do what? Yes, they 
were forbidden to preach the Word in 
Asia as the Holy Spirit directed them. 
Then they tried to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit would not allow them to do 
so. Then Paul had the vision of which 
we have been studying today, which 
clearly led him to go over into Mace- 
donia. You notice that after he had seen 
in his vision the man praying him to 
come over into Macedonia, he tried im- 
mediately to go there. How important 
is that word “immediately”! Have you 
and I dragged along in doubt and uncer- 
tainty when God has been speaking to 
us clearly about the way in which we 
ought to go? What a pity that we do 
not always act immediately, after we 
have been shown his will! How hard 
we are to convince! How important 
promptness is in obedience! Are you 
like that, or do you linge® with your 
doubts, even when God has made the 
way plain for you? Let us ask him dur- 
ing this coming week to release us from 
the delay of doubts, and enable us to 
move in accordance with his Spirit. Let 
us. pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


With the Missionaries.—Let us go... 
and see_-how they do (Acts 15:36). This 
is the first missionary “Review” trip! 
But Paul and his party in this revisiting 
of the mission fields did not take passage 
in a big comfortable steamship. They 
did not enjoy three “square” and two 
“snack” meals every day. ‘They did not 


have a swimming pool and deck tennis ' 
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and shuffleboard and all the luxuries of 
modern travel. 

Every now and then we church folks 
hear of the heads of our “Boards” taking 
the trip to visit the missionary stations 
to see how they do — and “spunk up” the 
missionaries ! 

It is all right and necessary as in the 
case of this early example. I am simply 
calling attention to the fact that to the 
founders of our religion the visitation 
was an adventure with its discomforts 
and dangers. 

Our religion having cost much is con- 
sequently worth much. The new churches 
established by Paul were Baby Churches. 
Babies are apt to go wrong unless they 
are looked after. 

Livingstone, Mackay, Crawford in Af- 
rica needed no looking after. Paton in 
the Isles of the Sea functioned perfectly 
without any oversight. Higginbottom 
and Slater in India, and Stead in Persia, 
and Scott in China, and Vories in Japan 
carry on by themselves. 

These and many others are the “Big 
Fellows” in the foreign field and com- 
paratively easy of access. But how about 
the missionary in the jungle and the 
way-back province who need, if anyone 
needs, the touch and inspiration of the 
Heads back home! I am not finding 
fault, just asking you. 

I am trying to show that as these Baby 
Churches needed the returning presence 
of Paul, so do the “way-back” mission- 
aries need the home touch. 

Both Killer Jews and Pagan Gentiles 
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were barking threateningly at these in- 
fant churches (Matt. 10:16). 


“Westward, Ho!”—But the Spirit suf- 
fered them not (16:7). Paul and Silas, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and with the help of the Angel of the 
Lord, must have done a pretty good and 
complete job of establishing the Baby 
Churches in the faith. “So were the 
churches established in the faith, and in- 
creased in number daily” (v. 5). 

So Paul and Silas were told: “That 
will do for Asia just now. There is a 
wider work on hand for you.” (Ridg- 
way translation !) 

It was “Westward, ho!” for these 
church planting Gospel pioneers — and it 
has been “Westward, ho!” for the Gos- 
.pel ever since. That is how it got to 
Coatesville, and why I have been here in 
this Corner all these years. 

The Asia Baby Churches were left to 
go “loney” and grow up and gather in 
and be the blessing to redeem the popu- 
lation. You “heathen-at-home,” anti- 
foreign missionary folks, take a note of 
this. 

Paul and Company step into Europe. 
It is rather striking that Philippi was 
selected as the starting place. One of 
the world’s decisive battles was fought 
there. Brutus was defeated by Mark 
Antony. 

By the way, it was to Paul’s home 
town of Tarsus that Cleopatra in her 
great ship in all her glory came to meet 
Mark Antony. Paul’s grandfather and 
father no doubt saw the great show. 

Philippi was quite a place with a set- 
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tlement of Roman veteran soldiers. The 
Roman soldier shows up well in the Gos- 
pel story. Cornelius (Acts 10:1-4). 

Paul fell in love with the old soldiers, 
and the church there became his “star” 
congregation. Now is the time to read 
Paul’s love letters to them. You can 
almost hear his salute to old Major Mar- 
cus, “Rejoice in the Lord alway, again 
I say rejoice, Major !” 

But as in many a town, even to this 
day, there are those on the make with 
schemes more or less shady and what we 
have come to call “rackets.” 

A syndicate was running a phony for- 
tune telling enterprise with an afflicted 
girl, sort of a little traveling Delphic 
oracle. Paul spoiled the crooked game 
by curing the demented girl, got into 
jail, and we have plenty of action in our 
story. Cat-o-nine-tails, jail, songs, earth- 
quake, frightened jailer, attempted sui- 
cide, family conversion. 

“Say, Silas, aren’t we having one glo- 
rious time?” 

“Paul, I wouldn’t have missed it!” 
(Col. 1:24.) 


Tight Up Against—And she _ con- 
strained us (v. 15). “Constrain’” means 
“to draw tight.” Tight up against, from 
con against and stringere, tight. (Pst! 
I get my erudition from Mr. Webster and 
not from my college recollection.) 

Years ago I used to travel over the 
countryside selling turbine water: wheels 
of my invention and manufacture. 
My principal customers were the little 
country grist mills before the big mills 
put most of them out of business by 
grinding thousands of bushels, where the 
little mills ground hundreds. 

When I would find myself at a mill at 
the noon hour the miller was apt to say 
out of his politeness and country hos- 
pitality, 

“Ridgway, won’t you come and take 
pot-luck with us?” 

“You are most kind, Mr. Miller, and 
I thank you. I will be jogging on.” 

Then I would drive to the first cross- 
road store I came to and lunch on 
crackers and “blind robins” (smoked 
herring) with ginger cakes and cheese 
for desert, washed down with water from 
the well. 

But when Mr. Miller would say, 

“Rats, Ridgway! You got to eat, 
hhaven’t you? There isn’t a decent hotel 
in ten miles. There’s the water, soap, 
and towel, get the mill grime off you and 
come and be a little sociable [and meet 
the folks].” (In Pennsylvany Dutchland 
he would say, “Be a little common.”) 

Well, that is being “constrained.” If 
I hoped to sell that miller I had better 
be sociable and “common.” I imagine it 
was exactly this way with Paul’s party 
and Lydia. 

Paul, the fine Christian gentleman he 
‘was, would make excuse against the 
moving in of his party. Then the mer- 
chant princess of Philippi got busy with 
her best salesmanship arts and put on 
the pressure of hospitality. 

Dr. Luke, I can imagine saying to Paul 
as they considered the matter, “Paul, we 
seem to be right up against it. Madame 
Lydia means business !” 

So they ‘consented, and Dr. Luke wrote 
the word for insistence, which translated 
is “Tight up against.” 
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All right, Professor, how would you 
explain it? I am convinced that human 
nature has not changed in 1,900 years, 
and this “Come and make my home your 
headquarters” has happened thousands 
of times in Christian hospitality all down 
the centuries (Heb. 13:2; 1 Pet. 4:9). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Two Ways of Traveling—And ... 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghost... 
but the Spirit suffered them not... 
and a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night (Acts 16:6-9). There are two 
ways of traveling on the Continent. In 
the first, you do everything for yourself. 
You obtain your ticket, look after your 
luggage, get your seat in the carriage, 
ask at least three porters whether you 
are right; and if you have an imperfect 
knowledge of the language, you have 
perpetually an uneasy sense that per- 
haps you are wrong. ... There is an- 
other method of foreign travel. You 
employ a Tourist Agency, which obtains 
your tickets, sees to your comfort, gives 
you precise directions, provides you, 
where necessary, with a conductor, and 
at every terminus waits to greet you. 
. .. And in this we have an apt illus- 
tration of the easier way of traveling 
to Heaven. ... Be at rest in the indwell- 
ing and inworking of the Holy Spirit. 
Only see to it that he is not grieved, and 
he will see to all else—From F. B. 
Meyer, in the King’s Business. Sent by 
Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


How God Led Judson.—Assayed to go 
into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered 
them not (v. 7). Adoniram Judson 
clearly was appointed by the Holy Ghost 
to the ministry among the heathen. He 
reached Calcutta in the summer of 1812 
full of ardor for preaching the Gospel, 
only to receive peremptory orders from 
the British Government to leave the 
country at once and return to America. 
With sad hearts the little missionary 
company retreated to the isle of France, 
wondering why what had seemed a wide 
and effectual door opened to them should 
now be violently shut. But with uncon- 
querable determination they returned 
again to India, reaching Madras in the 
following June. Once more their pur- 
pose was thwarted, and once more they 
were ordered from the country; and be- 
ing compelled to quit the land, with 
heavy hearts they fled to Rangoon,.to a 
place which Judson had declared’ that 
he regarded with the utmost aversion as 
a missionary field. There he was per- 
mitted to stay, only to find bonds and 
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imprisonments awaiting him. “How 
mysterious the ways of God!” he must 
have exclaimed many times. But all is 
clear now. Judson was forbidden by 
the Spirit to enter India because God 
would have him in Burma. There, among 
its wild tribes, was “a people prepared 
for the Lord.” Park Street Church in 
Boston, whose call the Spirit constrained 
Judson to decline, is still a large body, 
numbering perhaps a thousand members; 
but the Church in Burma which that 
same Spirit led Judson to found num- 
bers today thirty thousand communicants. 
—Adapted from “The Holy Spirit in Mis- 
sions,’ by A. J. Gordon. Sent by T. D. 
Gehret, Easton, Pa. 


Goforth’s. Closed Doors.—Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us (v. 9). Nine 
years ago, a missionary with Paul’s pas- 
sion, Jonathan Goforth, was separated 
from his life’s labor in China when his 
mission was turned over to the United 
Church of Canada. With his missionary 
wife, at the time weak with illness, with 
two lady missionaries who were semi- 
invalids, with a young man who did not 
know the language, this veteran, then 
nearly seventy years old, started out for 
a new field, to preach Christ where he 
had not been named. Five fields in 
Manchuria they assayed to enter, and 
every door was closed. But his faith 
was steadfast, and then came the Mace- 
donian call to northwest Manchuria. An- 
other miracle of modern missions tran- 
spired. Last year, nine hundred and 
eighty-four adults were baptized in that 
mission; the year before, nine hundred 
and sixty-six. The Lord of the Mace- 
donian campaign is still alive—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


His Last Sunday.—And on the sabbath 
we went ... where prayer was wont to 
be made (v. 13). Recently the writer’s 
father slipped suddenly away into the 
better world. It happened on a Monday 
as he was working with his flowers. On 
Sunday morning he was not feeling well, 
but insisted on going to his Sunday 
school and church. To a daughter he 
remarked: “One of these Sundays is _ 
going to be my last in this world, and 
I want to be in church that Sunday.” 
By a strange coincidence the writer of 
this column had just mimeographed his 
communion letter to his parishioners, 
and, without knowing of his father’s re- 
mark, had included this quotation: “It 
is a poor preparation for one’s first Sun- 
day in eternity to have misspent one’s 
last Sunday on earth.”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Alice L. Cary, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


An Unselfish Prayer.—Where prayer 
was wont to be made (v. 13). A little 
twelve-year-old girl, Marion Richardson, 
won first place in the 1938 National 
Spelling Bee at Washington, D. C. She 
was not only a leader in spelling, but 
a leader in prayer and Christian prin- 
ciples. After winning the honor of the 
National Speller, she was asked if she 
had prayed that God would help her win. 
She replied: “I prayed, but prayed that 
the. best speller would win.” It was an 
impressive lesson for the minister who 
asked, as well as to all of us who heard 
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her answer.—From a real life experience. 
Sent by Adelaide Blanton, New Albany, 
Ind. 


The Spirit’s Different Ways.—A cer- 
tain woman whose heart the Lord 
opened (v. 14). In the same chapter we 
have the story of two conversions. It 
took an earthquake to convert the jailer, 
but the heart of Lydia opened like a 
flower to the kiss of the Son of Right- 
eousness. All down through the cen- 
turies, the Spirit of God has been at 
the work of conversion. Back in the 
third century Cyprian the Bishop of 
Carthage wrote to his friend Donatus: 
“It is a bad world, Donatus, an incredi- 
. bly bad world. But I have discovered 
in the midst of it, a quiet and holy peo- 
ple who have learned a great secret. 
They have found a joy which is a thou- 
sand times better than any of the pleas- 
ures of our sinful life. They are de- 
spised and persecuted, but they care not. 
They are masters of their souls. They 
have overcome the world. These peo- 
ple, Donatus, are Christians, — and I am 
one of them.”—Selected. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Stop and Go. 

Discussion: What means does the Holy 
Spirit use today to direct Christians in 
the path of a successful and useful and 
happy life? 








Objective: Psalms 16:11 and 27:11. 





AY, fellows, if Paul and Silas had 

not been headed off in Galatia from 
the east, and headed off from the north 
in Mysia, the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
might have gone into China, and perhaps 
today a Christian China would be send- 
ing missionaries to a heathen America. 
But they were stopped in -their tracks 
on the borders of Asia, and turning 
westward found themselves on the east 
coast of the AXgean Sea where Paul in 
a vision (again the Holy Spirit operat- 
ing) received the clear call to Mace- 
donia of Greece and Europe. Thus it 
was that the Evangel, the blessed Gos- 
pel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and his atoning salvation, came 
westward to Europe and to us. 

It makes a tremendous difference, fel- 
lows. No one can even begin to appre- 
ciate it unless he understands what a 
miserable existence life is to the vast 
multitudes of the Asiatic peoples. In the 
matter of material advantages alone, and 
creature comforts, it is estimated that 
the average Chinese boy subsists on 
about one-twentieth of what is spent 
on an American boy. For instance, if 
the average American boy enjoys what 
$10 per month will buy, the average 
Chinese boy has to do on fifty cents per 
month. Can you imagine the privations 
of a Chinese boy under those figures? 
They may not be quite accurate, but they 
give us an idea. In the matter of edu- 
cational advantages, we are informed 
that where an average, of one American 
boy out of eight gets to high school, not 
more than one out of eighty Chinese 
boys has the same privilege. Other 
phases of life and human existence are 
doubtless in the same proportion. This 
is merely a physical or cultural indica- 
tion. It is a small matter contrasted to 
the marvel of Christian enlightenment, 
which involves salvation, with eternal 
peace and happiness. 

Now back to Paul and Silas. It was 
Stop and Go with them. You and I 
should be everlastingly grateful to them 
that they did stop and go; that they stop- 
ped at the right place and that they 
went forward to the right place. The 
only possible way they could do that was 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit; 
and the only way they could follow the 
directing voice of the Spirit was by 
keeping tuned in to the Holy Spirit’s 
wave length. 

That is not a bad figure, fellows. Your 
radio is at your fingertips. By the sim- 
ple turning of the dial this way or that, 
you can get a cheap program, or you 
can tune in on something that is really 
high class— informing, instructive, up- 
lifting. That is, some of-the time. If 
the good stuff is not coming, better turn 
the radio off and get a worth while book. 
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CHILDREN'S DAV 
_ PROGRAMS AND PAGEANTS 


FREE Catalogue containing 2 new charming pro- 
grams (words and music) for Church and School— 
pecial Features-Tableaux, etc. 


CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER No. 25—250 

(Not sent for examination) 
Supplies 6 songs, 137 Recitations, Drills, Pantomines, 
ete., for all departments. Exercises with music, 
flowers, action. 


THE FRIENDLY FOREST—30c, $3.00 dozen. 
Pageant-Cantata for young people, complete with 
full directions for easily prepared costume and 
scenery. Send for examination copy. 

CHOICE DRAMAS—25c. Dialogues for older schol- 
ars. Four in one booklet. Send for examination copy. 
SPECIAL PACKET—Send 40c, stamps, for 1 each 
of all above. Only 1 packet to a customer. 


fic RODEHEAVER ssi: wars 


' Suite 1362 « 28 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago, III. 
Suite732 ~- 124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MASTER MINDS 
CONTROLLING THE MASS MIND 
by subtle methods, backed by designated mil- 


lions. An amazing revelation in 


MAY issue PROPHECY MONTHLY 


The Munich state of mind, and Palestine 
outlook— another eye-opener. Hitler backs 
Moslems preparing terrible “ holy war.” Will 
Britain move throne to Ottawa? Official 
Nazi textbook demands end of Chris- 
tianity. Amazing Franco handbook bans 
Protestantism from Spain. Science puts all 
men on the spot. Tyranny of Communism — 
Fascism! Heaps more. 


DON’T MISS THIS OR ANY ISSUE OF 


sa PROPHECY MONTHLY 


10c copy; 4 months trial 25c; year $1 
Box BB, Eagle Rock Sta., Los Angeles, Calif. 
































When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 
Times? 


Children’s Day rrocan ts 


“ God's Happy Messengers,” new pageant-service for the 
Sunday school, price 10c. 
“Children’s Day Recitations, Helps, etc.,”” price 25c. 
FREE catalog describes special day and general Choir 
and Sunday school publications, plays, etc., and supplies 
specimen pages of music. 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & Co. 
337-701 W. Madison Street Chicago, Ill. 


Cry from Russia 


The cry for help from Russia is loud and urgent. 
The darkness of these people is dense, their 
suffering is intense and their need is appalling. 
The present opportunity to help our brethren 
in Russia and evangelize other Slavonic countries 
should interest all Christian.people, everywhere. 
Let us send you our magazine, The Friend of 
Russians, with authentic reports from all parts 
of the Russian Mission Field. God is working 
there mightily. We should enter-into harmony 
with God’s mighty movements not only with our 
prayers, but also with our gifts and energies. The 
hearts of thousands of Russians have been deeply 
plowed by their distress and broken by their afflic- 
tion, and they are now calling for help, and look- 
ing to God for salvation. 


May we be able to say that the people of God 
are keeping step with their Leader, and are en- 
tering the open doors as fast as God opens them? 
Or, will the Lord find us lagging on behind, be- 
cause we are not willing to do our part in this 
great work for fear of the sacrifice it will mean to 
us? God forbid ! 


Send your gifts for this important soul-saving 
work to the oldest, fundamental and reliable 
Mission Work among Russians. 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Miss M. N. FETLER, Secretary 
1844 W. Monroe Street Chicago, Ill. 
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By all means tune out those programs 
that are suggestive of vice, intrigue, im- 
purity, and unfaithfulness— and there’s 
a lot of it. The difference is that the 
Holy Spirit is always ready to guide you 
at any time day or night. 

Paul and Silas kept tuned in. Result: 
we have the blessed Gospel. But even 
at that, it is lost upon us, unless we also 
keep tuned in. Life is the most com- 
plicated thing you ever dealt with. Not 
only that, but it is tricky to the last de- 
gree and full of pitfalls. Is it not a 
glorious fact, fellows, that as you face 
it— standing upon the threshold of it 
— you can know that it is charted for 
you; that there is a divine plan in it for 
you (for you, by name, place, and cir- 
cumstance), and you can go forward 
with the assurance that you will not fail! 
But you must keep tuned in to the 
Spirit’s wave length —and, in a word, 
that means faithfulness to your daily 
reading of God’s Word and on your knees 
in prayer. 

FAIRMONT, W. VA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls discover the 
relation of Paul’s obedience to the 
“Macedonian Call” to the spread of 
Christianity into other lands. 


Activity.—1. Bring to class pictures 
and any other material that would help 
to make the setting of the lesson more 
realistic. 2. Learn of missionary en- 
deavors such as the following: The 
earliest Protestant foreign mission; Da- 
vid Livingstone in Africa; Hudson Tay- 
lor in China; Pioneer Mission Agency 
in unevangelized areas. (The address of 
the Pioneer Mission Agency is 506 Com- 
monwealth Bidg., 1201 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia.) 


Memory Verse.—“We will rejoice in 
thy salvation, and in the name of our 
God we will set up our barnuers’’ (Psa. 
20:5). 


IRLS, how would you describe Paul’s 
most compelling purpose in life? 
(The following might be used: Acts 15: 
26; Rom. 1:14-16; 1 Cor. 1:23, 24; 9:16; 2 
Tim. 1:10, 11.) 
Today we shall consider four phases 
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EVANGELIST” 


By W. B. RILEY, D.D. 


Expository and evangelistic sermuns covering the entire Bible. 
A collection of 40 volumes representing 30 years of labor. 
Not an ordinary commentary —this set will interest all— 
students, Bible teachers, as well as pastors. 


These books of sermons will throw new light on the Bible as 
a whole and furnish inspiration for a fruitful Christian life, 
Material covers both Old and New Testaments. The books 
are uniform in size and finished in two bindings, black cloth 
with gold titles and soft dark brown paper. Price per volume, 
cloth binding, $1.00 postpaid ; paper bindine, 50c 
postpaid. Order your copies today. 
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of the experiences of Paul: (1) Paul, the 
traveler; (2) Paul, the obedient; (3) 
Paul’s message; (4) Effect of Paul’s 
vision. 

“TI should love to travel,” exclaimed an 
eager young girl at the close of a mis- 
sionary demonstration, “but when I do 
travel, I want to help the people where 
I go to meet my Saviour.” 

1. Paul, the traveler. Paul was such 
a traveler, and his journeys had more 
effect upon the spread of the Gospel 
than those of almost any other person. 
What was his motive as he started forth 
a second time on a missionary tour? 
(1) “Let us go... and visit our breth- 
ren.” (2) “And see how they do.” (3) 
“So were the churches established in the 
faith” (Acts 15:36; 16:4, 5). 

Paul loved his Christian friends, and 
was concerned about their spiritual well- 
being. How many of us visit friends to 
see how they are progressing in the 
Christian life; to encourage them in the 
faith; and to receive fresh stimulation 
through fellowship? 

(Trace the route of the second journey 
on the outline map in a color different 
from the one used for the first journey.) 

2. Paul, the obedient. Up hill and 
down dale, on foot perhaps, or patierit 
donkey, went Paul, this God-appointed, 
Spirit-filled messenger, with his com- 
panions. As the party journeyed they 
must have recited many choice bits of 
Scripture such as our Memory Verse. 
“We will rejoice in thy salvation, and 
in the name of our God we will set up 
our banners” (Psa. 20:5). Paul had been 
so highly encouraged by his visit through 
Phrygia and Galatia that he was anxious 
to continue preaching in Asia, and “set 
up the banner of the cross” in Bithynia. 
(Study the pictures of this country.) 

But one night in historic Troas (Troy), 
as he rested in a village inn or the home 
of a Christian friend, the Holy Spirit 
revealed to Paul God’s new plan for 
him in the great and cultured cities of Eu- 
rope. There, too, people needed Christ 
(Acts 16:6-10). (Include the locations 
in verses 11, 12 on the map.) 

3. Paul’s message. “After he had seen 
the ‘vision, immediately we endeavoured 
to go into Macedonia .. . the Lord had 
called us,” said Luke, Paul’s doctor 
friend. To whom was Paul’s first mes- 
sage presented? It was not to an im- 
mense audience, but to a group of pray- 
ing women gathered on the riverbank 
for worship (vs. 13-15). Find in these 
verses, and list in your notebooks, the 
qualities of Lydia. (1) Devout — “wor- 
shipped God.” (2) Efficient — “Seller of 
purple” (either the dye for which Thya- 
tira was noted, or the dyed cloth). (3) 
Traveled — “Of Thyatira.” (4) Teachable 
— “Whose heart the Lord opened, that 
she attended unto the things which were 
spoken.” (5) Surrendered — “Baptized 
... faithful to the Lord.” (6) Hospitable 
— “Come into my house, and abide.” 

This woman the Lord chose as a “ves- 
sel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for 
the master’s use” (2 Tim. 2:21), and it 
was first of all because she was living 
in Philippi instead of Thyatira in Asia, 
— where Paul would have missed her 
had he stayed there, — that the Lord sent 
him across the A¢gean Sea into a foreign 
continent. 

You have no doubt wondered, as we 
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listed Lydia’s virtues, what Paul could 
give to a fine woman like her. Look 
through the list again and see which 
qualities were added or strengthened 
after Paul’s visit. Would you include 
the last three? (Discuss the changes in 
Lydia's life.) 

4. Effect of Paul’s vision. What was 
the significance of Paul’s trip to Europe? 
If Paul had said “No” to God, Lydia and 
all who were touched by her life and 
business enterprises might never have 
known of the transforming power of a 
risen Lord; “a certain damsel” (Acts 16: 
16-18) might not have been released 
from the power of sin; a Philippian pris- 


_ on-keeper and his household might have 


missed the way to God (Acts 16:30-34); 
Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens, and other towns which 
we shall add to our map later might 
never have heard of the saving grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Does Paul’s answer to the Macedonian 
call have any relation to the years since 
that call was given? Let us list our an- 
swers to this question. (Each of the 
points below might be used as topics 
for research and further report. See 
“Activity.”) 

(1) Establishment of churches during 
first century A. D. 

(2) Paul's letters of counsel and com- 
fort to these churches and succeeding 
generations. 


(3) Early spread of the Gospel into 
“civilized” corners of the world. 

(4) “Westward movement” of the Gos- 
pel alongside the “westward movement” 
of nations. 

(5) Specific missionary efforts in un- 
evangelized areas. 

Because Paul “was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision,” he became a 
living demonstration of Matthew 28:19, 
20. He saw the world from God’s point 
of view. 

Girls, have you looked across the con- 
tinents from God’s viewpoint as revealed 
in his Word? Have you pictured the 
dwellers in remote snow igloos, or sun- 
baked mud huts, and listened as the Mas- 
ter spoke, “God so loved the world,” 
“Come unto me, all ye”? Does your vision 
include, also, your own family and friends 
(John 1:41), and your associates? (John 
12:21.) Before Paul went to Europe, he 
testified in Jerusalem, Samaria, and Asia 
Minor. 

Whether we are called into distant 
lands, or directed to remain at-home, let 
us graciously “wait upon the Lord” 
through faithful service (Isa. 40:31), and 
then let us pray, “Our Father, may we 
contemplate thyself and thy love until 
the world at which thou art looking has 
claimed our hearts, our talents, and our 
material resources.” 

During the week you may read the re- 
mainder of Paul’s travel included in this 
section (Acts 16:16 to 17:15). Write the 
story, or be prepared to tell it as some 
of the Christian converts might have told 
of Paul’s visits in their towns. Learn 
Philippians 4: 13. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Liberalism is being discredited, but is 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 254) 


1. Difference of judgment as to the ad- 
visability of taking John Mark with them 
on a second journey. 


2. Silas, the prophet from Jerusalem. 


3. With a second visit to near-by 
churches in Syria and Cilicia. 


4. Timothy joined them at Lystra. 


5. Because the Spirit of God forbade 
them. 


6. Luke, the beloved physician and 
author of the Acts and the third Gospel. 


7. By a vision. 

8. Philippi, the capital of Macedonia. 

9. Lydia, who was reached at a sileednss 
meeting. 

10. The house of Lydia. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
It seems to me this lesson goes better 
if I have a picture of a lovely spot on 
a river. Put Paul there. 











AUL traveled from one city to an- 

other, always preaching Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. He was in Asia, and 
one night he had a vision of a man beg- 
ging him to come over into Europe, into 
Macedonia. So he went into that coun- 
try, and the very first city he came to 
was Philippi, which was the’ largest 
city in that part of the country. And 
there was a river outside that city, and 
a group of people were in the habit of 
going out by that river to pray. They 
were women who worshiped God, but 
did not know about Jesus Christ. On 
the Sabbath day, Paul and his young 
friend Silas went out to this meeting 
place and spoke to these women. 

I am sure there is a story behind these 
few words given us. Jewish women had 
no part in the service of the synagogue. 
They could go into the outer court and 
listen to the service, but could take no 
part in it. I wonder if there were not 
some anxious and heavy hearts among 
the women, who felt they must pray and 
reach God for themselves, somehow. 

One of the meeting places of the 
women of Oriental towns in those days 
was the riverside where they did their 
washing. They didn’t have electric wash- 
ing machines in those days, but they beat 
out the dirt on the stones of the river, 
as Indians do. I can almost see these 
women as they worked and talked, and 
out of their need came a prayer meeting. 
The Bible says it was a habit for them 
to meet there for prayer. 

On this eventful day, Paul and Silas 
spoke to them and told them of Jesus 
Christ. And a business woman from 
Thyatira, named Lydia, a seller of pur- 
ple, was there that day. She seems to 
have been living in Philippi at that 
time. She believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and took the two preachers home 
to stay at her house. Not only Lydia, 
but her whole household believed and 
were baptized. ; 

Lydia was the first person in Europe 
to believe. Suppose Paul had talked to 
her that day about the beautiful goods 
she was selling, and had not told her of 
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Christ? How sad that would have been; 
how awful! 

But we do that way. We meet people 
and talk about everything except the 
Lord Jesus. Is it any worse for us than 
it would have been for Paul? I think 
not. Do you think to tell your school- 
mates? Some of them never heard that 
Christ died for them. 

I want you to print a verse to take 
home today. It is, “While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8b). 

MopeEsTo, CALIF. 
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Historic Sitka and the 
Alaska Cruise 


ITKA, one of the most historic towns 

in North America, will be a chief port 
of call on the seventh annual Christian 
Fellowship Cruise to Alaska next July. 
Already, historically inclined readers 
who will join the party leaving Chi- 
cago on July 11 are looking forward 
to their visit to that former Russian and 
American capital of Alaska, which was 
a thriving trading post when Lewis and 
Clark were explorers and the American 
Northwest unsettled. 

When the Christian Fellowship liner 
plows through Cook inlet to enter Sitka 
Harbor, it will ply over waters named 
for Captain James Cook of the Royal 
Navy, who was the first English ex- 
plorer in Alaska, and who reached there 
in 1778. Cook was three years later 
than the Spaniards in reaching Alaska, 
and nearly fifty years later than the Rus- 
sians. However, there was no white set- 
tlement at Sitka when Cook visited 
there, and none was established until 
1800, when Count Alexander Baranof of 
Russia arrived upon the scene to make 
a permanent settlement. 

Baranof landed, gave his name to the 
large island on which Sitka stands; and 
established the present city six miles 
from the old Russian Fort Archangel 
Gabriel. 

History pictures Count Baranof as a 
small, bald-headed man, given to drink 
and revelry but with a powerful phy- 
sique. He had sixty officers and two 
hundred colonists. His headquarters was 
a large log cabin built on a hill and 
protected by eighty cannon. On one oc- 
casion, Baranof foiled insurrection by 
strangling the leader with his own hands. 

Ships were buili; cannons and bells 
cast, and the latter sold to Spanish Cath- 
olic missions in California. Brickyards, 
tanneries, and sawmills were operated. 
Banarof traded, too, with John Jacob 
Astor. In 1804, sea otter skins number- 
ing fifteen thousand were taken from 
Sitka waters and sold. The profitable 
fur trade induced Count Baranof to 
establish fur trading stations all along 
the Pacific Coast, as far south as Cali- 
fornia. He owned Sutter’s Farm where 
gold was later discovered in that state. 

Christian Fellowship, travelers will 
grasp the entire scope 6f the count’s ac- 
tivities, for the 1939 trip will take them 
all the way down the Pacific Coast and 
will include the Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition at San Francisco. 

Not only was Baranof an explorer, a 
soldier, a manufacturer, a ruler, and a 
trader, but he was also a man of culture 
and learning. He took to Alaska its first 














Lesson for April 30 


library, a fine collection of French, Rus- 
sian, German, and English books. | In 
1817, the Czar for some reason became 
displeased with Baranof and deposed 
him as governor. En route home to Mos- 
cow, he was taken ill and died on the 
island of Java. The castle he built at 
Sitka continued to stand until 1894, and 
from its cupola gleamed a beacon light 
to guide mariners. 

Remnants of the old Russian owner- 
ship will hold the Christian Fellowship 
interest in Sitka during the sightseeing 
there. Principal remaining object of this 
is the Russian Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
of St. Michael, boasting a Madonna and 
’ Child painting for which it is said an 
offer of $25,000 from J. P. Morgan was 
refused. 

A place of great interest is the spot 
where, on October 18, 1867, the United 
States flag was first raised over Alaska. 
It was there that Prince Makautoff, Rus- 
sian commissioner, delivered the terri- 
tory over to General Lovell H. Rousseau, 
declaring as he did so, “By the author- 
ity of his imperial majesty, the Emperor 
of Russia, I transfer to the United States 
the territory of Alaska.” The American 
capital was later established at Sitka 
and remained until 1912, when it was 
transferred to Juneau. 

Today, Alaska comprises one-sixth of 
all the land under the American flag, and 
has proved one of the best investments 
ever made, having cost only $7,200,000, or 
less than two cents an acre. 

Landing in Sitka, visitors will find 
a community that has twice as many 
Indians as white people. They will walk 
down Lincoln Street, which is the prin- 
cipal street of the city and was named 
for President Abraham Lincoln. Among 
the buildings-seen will be the cathedral; 
the Sheldon Jackson Presbyterian 
Church; the Episcopal Church, residence 
of the Episcopal Bishop of Alaska; the 
Old Pioneers’ Home, and the extensive 
cold storage plant. Rising above the 
city they will see Mt. Edgecombe and 
Mt. Verstovia. 

From an agricultural standpoint they 
will find Sitka historical as the site of 
the original Alaska agricultural experi- 
ment station, which was conducted by 
Professor C. C. Georgeson, “Father of 
Alaskan Agriculture.” Professor George- 
son developed various plants, flowers, 
and trees adapted to Alaska’s soil and 
climate. 

Sheldon Jackson, for whom the Sitka 
Presbyterian Church was named, was a 
missionary. to Alaska nearly half a cen- 
tury ago, and became United States 
Commissioner of Education in the terri- 
tory. He introduced reindeer culture to 
Alaska in 1898, when he transplanted 
538 reindeer and a colony of 93 Lap- 
landers from their native land to the 
new region. 

Between 1878 and 1884, when Alaska 
was ruled from United States naval ves- 
sels, the warships, Alaska, and later the 
Jamestown, handled the policing, cus- 
toms, and administration of the terri- 
tory. 

All of this varied background will 
make Sitka richly fascinating to the 
1939 Christian Fellowship vacationers. 
The trip is scheduled to start from Chi- 
cago July 11, and will embrace the 
Northwest, Alaska, Pacific Coast, and 
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Sopthwest, in an extensive Western 
journey, yet only four weeks will be 
required for the complete trip. TIllus- 
trated folder and details of itinerary and 
cost can be obtained from John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor, THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
Tres, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W.: Lane, Jr. 











May 7. Being Christian in My Life Work. 
Deut. 10:12-14; 1 Tim. 6:6-12. (Vocations 
Day.) 


Sunday, April 30 


‘How Should a Church Member Give? 


(Mal. 3:8-10; Mark 12:41-44) 





Mon.—Give as Abram gave (Gen. 14:18- 


Tues.—Give his talents (Matt. 25:14-23). 

Wed.—Give his time (Eph. 5:14-17). 

Thurs.—Give cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:6, 7). 

Fri.—Give proportionately (1 Cor. 16:1, 
2). 

Sat.—Give his all (Mark 10:23-30). 
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in f the dith and inspirational in char- 
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low price. Single copy, 85c postpaid. 
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HEN it comes to the matter of giv- 

ing, are not some of us like Farmer 
Applegate’s cow? A summer boarder 
asked, “How much milk does that cow 
give?” 

“Wal,” replied Farmer Applegate, “ef 
ye mean by voluntary contribooshun, 
she don’t give none. But ef ye kin get 
her cornered, so’s she can’t kick none 
to hurt, an able-bodied man kin take 
away about ‘leven quarts a day from 
her.” 

we 


Yet God’s Word is very plain and spe- 
cific when it speaks of the believer’s 
giving. It teaches us first of all that 
our possessions, our time, our strength, 
and our ability to make money are all 
gifts from God and are to be consid- 
ered as a stewardship (Col. 1:16; Rev. 
4:11; Mark 10:21; Acts 10:36; 1 Cor. 4:1- 
5). 

Since our possessions and time and 
strength are a stewardship, the proper 
ministration of that stewardship brings 
its reward (Heb. 6:10; 2 Cor. 9:6), al- 
though the reward is not to be the 
motive for our giving. 

ye 

Our giving is to be systematic. The 
first day of the week Paul named as 
a good time upon which to “lay by” our 
offering for the Lord (1 Cor. 16:2). 

$e 

Our giving is to be proportionate, — 
that is, “as God hath prospered” (1 Cor. 
16:2). This means that some are to give 
more than others because they: are able 
to give more. 

,- 4 

Our giving is to be honest. A certain 
man in the early church, you will re- 
member, tried to make it appear that 
he was giving to the Lord more than 
he really did. There was no compul- 
sion to give all that he had, but he 
wanted men to think that he had done 
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so. And you will remember that he 
paid a costly price of his own life for 
this dishonesty (Acts 5:1-5). God may 
not always bring such swift judgment 
upon dishonest giving in these days, but 
we may be certain that we cannot de- 
ceive him even though we may fool 
others. 


b 4 
Our giving is to be with simplicity 
(Rom. 12:8), that is, without self-seek- 
ing. Any attempt to win the praise of 
men through our giving makes our gift 
unworthy. 
4 
We are to give willingly (2 Cor. 8: 
12). None of us like to receive a gift 
that we know has been given grudg- 
ingly. How then can we dishonor our 
heavenly Father, who has given so much 
to us, by offering him anything with a 
heart that is reluctant or unwilling? 


5 4 

Our giving is to be cheerful (2 Cor. 
9:7). The Greek word describing cheer- 
ful giving comes from the same root 
as our word “hilarious,” and speaks of 
utter abandonment. It is not that we 
are to give foolishly or unwisely, but 
with absolute freedom and joy. 

b 4 

Our giving is to be as bountiful as 
possible (2 Cor. 9:6). Under jhe Jew- 
ish law: the tithe was the measure of 
giving to the Lord. This was a tenth 
of one’s income or possessions. The 
Christian is limited by no such figure. 
Certainly we will not want to do less 
than was ascribed under the Mosaic law, 
but will want to give just as much more 
than a tenth as we possibly can, recog- 
nizing that we are but returning to God 
a portion of what is already his. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





a Children at Home 


Edisto 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE earth became a map; plowed 

ground and grassy fields showed only 
as patches of brown and green, crossed 
by long white ribbons aleng which black 
ants were crawling. 

Then the plane mounted higher and 
higher until our ears began to snap and 
crackle. All around us were mountains 
and fields of snow. Now and then 
through rifts in the clouds we caught 
glimpses of earth far and far below. 

Then we turned downward and sud- 
denly were in a dense fog. Dropping 
through that ceiling, great trees rushed 
toward us and we circled above them 
and at last landed lightly as drifting 
down upon a long concrete runway in 
the Charleston flying field. 

An hour later in a car we crossed 
the causeway that led to Edisto Island, 
and found ourselves in a little camp on 
a salt-water creek at the edge of the 
ocean, where six of us spent three won- 
derful days fishing and exploring. 

Time was when Edisto had been one 
of the most famous of the sea-islands 
off the Carolina coast. There fortunes 

+ were made from long-staple cotton, such 
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as could be grown nowhere else in the 
world. Then came the boll weevil, and 
today the island is almost deserted, with 
old cotton furrows still showing across 
its vacant fields. 

Back of our camp was a jungle of pal- 
mettos, bamboo vines, and magnolias, 
and there and on the ocean front we 
found many birds .unfamiliar to our 
Northern eyes. 

Floating out beyond the surf swam 
a big brown pelican. Although at rest 
he seemed clumsy with his huge, 
pouched bill, yet in flight just touching 
his breast to the waves, he was a miracle 
of speed and grace. 

Once we discovered, perched on a dead 
tree by the beach, a pigeon hawk, who 
teetered slightly as he alighted, said 
teeter being one of his field marks. When 
he flew out to sea with the swift, even 
flight of his kind we suddenly saw 
wheeling and circling overhead, his big 
brother, a duck hawk. It was unusual 
indeed to see two such rare falcons in 
the air together. 

Now and then, far above sea and earth, 
we caught glimpses of that sky king, the 
bald eagle. One of my friends told me 
of seeing a pair attacking a fish hawk 
with a fish.- Suddenly they both turned 
and flew away as a big, immature eagle 
appeared on the scene. The newcomer 
forced the fish hawk to drop his fish, 
which he caught before it roughed the 
water. 

My friend thought that the young eagle, 
was one of the brood of two full-grown 
ones, which might account for their will- 
ingness to surrender to him the stolen 
fish. 

Every day the mockingbirds sang de- 
liciously at dawn and during the night, 
while Carolina wrens, cardinals, and 
tufted titmice sang constantly through- 
out the day, and it seemed to us that 
their songs were more varied and richer 
than those they sing in the North. 

Once, soaring above the jungle, we 
saw a flight of wood ibis, the only stork 
found in America. We could see their 
dark, naked heads; stout, curved bills; 
and black and white wings with black 
tips, as they dropped one by one into the 
lagoon. 

Another time as we followed a sandy 
road among the palmettos, my friend 
told me of watching a gray fox one night 
dancing there in the moonlight. He 
would whirl around and around, light 
as a floating cobweb, dash back and 
forth, and then try to catch his tail, as 
if carried away by the glamor of the 
moon. 

He also told me of once walking along 
the edge of the creek with his dog, who 
began barking. Suddenly through the 
water on the other side of the wide 
creek, he saw what looked like knots 
on a floating log. They came nearer and 
nearer until he could see that they were 
the eye sockets of a great alligater, who 
had come out of the marsh attracted by 
the barking, for alligators prefer dogs 
to any other prey, and sooner or later 
will ambush and catch almost any dog 
who comes near their haunts. That one 
lurked and lay in wait so often about 
my friend’s cabin that finally, in order 
to save his dog, he was obliged to shoot 
it. 

We didn’t catch many fish, but what 
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fun we had those three days! When the 
fish were not biting, which was most 
of the time, we would wander along the 
beach and collect rare. and beautiful 
shells, sand dollars, tellinas, olivellas, 
and many other beautiful shells never 
found in the North. 

Every once in a while we would see 
something black showing in the sand and 
race for the spot, for those black lumps 
were almost always fossils, washed up 
from some hidden mudbank where pre- 
historic animals had perished millen- 
niums ago. 

We found, among others, a vertebra 


of a mastodon, pieces of the shells of © 
“vast extinct sea turtles, the lower joint 


of a cameljs leg, a fossil deerhorn and 
a big tooth, which I learnedly explained 
to my ignorant friends was that of a 
giant beaver. It turned out to be the 
tooth of a fossil horse. 

All too soon we had to pack up and 
fly home, but we are going back, some 
day, some day. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 





| With the New Books 


101 Eye-Catching Objects: By Elmer 
L. Wilder, Th.D. (Fundamental Truth 
Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, $1.50.) As the 
days get more difficult it seems that 
God is turning the attention of Chris- 
tian workers increasingly to reaching 
children. This volume should prove 
very effective in this work. The author 
believes that the use of objects is Scrip- 
tural, pedagogical, and effective. The 
worker will find here lessons that stay 
close to the Word of God, again and 
again illustrating some Bible story and 
faithfully presenting the way of salva- 
tion. They are simple, being easily pre- 
pared for the most part with objects 
found in the home. They are varied, 
being on such subjects as sin, salvation, 
separation, and service. They are heart- 
searching in their call to accept Christ 
as Saviour and in their urge to make him 
known to others. One has the feeling 
also that they more reverently handle 
sacred subjects than do many object 
lessons. Other volumes by the author 
have been used for the salvation of 
souls, and undoubtedly this one will ful- 
fill the same mission in the hands of 
faithful workers. 








The Blood of Jesus Christ. By Robert 
G. Lee, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 25 cents.) 
What a blessing to America that we still 
have such fearless preachers as Dr. Lee! 
Many are seeking to find a “bloodless 
gospel,” but he continues faithfully to 
witness that “without shedding of blood 
is no remission.” He tells us strikingly 
that it was “Special Blood” that was 
shed on Calvary. We are informed in 
no uncertain terms that all sinners are 
on “the same level” and that we have 
in Christ “The Only Way.” He does not 
hesitate to tell us that there is “some- 
thing awful to save men from.” Then 
with joy he closes with “what we have 
through the blood of Christ.” This is 
a fine message to give to those seeking 
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the Way, or to professing Christians un- 
certain as to whether or not they are 
saved. 


Let the Fire Fall. By Paul W. Rood, 
D.D. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) It is refreshing 
to read a book that burns with the fire 
of the Holy Spirit. It is more than re- 
freshing—it is convicting. The fire 
burns in Dr. Rood’s own heart, there- 
fore many other hearts have been set 
on fire by his ministry and his personal 
touch; and in still more will the fire 
from Above burn as they read this book. 

These messages are what the Church 
of Christ sorely needs today. They are 
not written to entertain; they waste no 
time on economic or educational or in- 
tellectual or financial or international 
problems. They go deep into the heart 
of the church and the individual, so that 
the reader hears, not a human author, 
but God himself saying, “Thou art the 
man.” But the book is practical from 
start to finish; every page deals in the 
most practical way with the most vital 
problems, and shows their solution. If 
churches, Bible institutes, theological 
seminaries, pastors, Sunday school 
teachers, and individual Christians will 
read and circulate this book, and ask 
God to bring its message to pass in their 
own lives, there can be but one result: 
the revival will come —the fire will fall! 


Jericho’s Judgment. By Walter T. Beas- 
ley, F.R.G.S. (Marshall, Morgan and 
Scott, Ltd., London; Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) 
Paul is a young archeologist from Aus- 
tralia writing back to his friend, Howard, 
a student in a liberal theological semi- 
nary. He is telling the results of his 
study and experiences in Bible Lands. 
He is visiting Palestine at the time that 
Professor John Garstang and his party 
are excavating at Jericho, that is about 
1931-35. The book contains several let- 
ters from Howard, who, having been in- 
fluenced by Modernism, objects to tak- 
ing the accounts of Joshua as true 
history. Paul comes back at him with 
smashing replies, giving at least thirty- 
seven recent findings of archeology that 
corroborate the fact that the Book of 
Joshua is history written near the time 
of its happenings. 

The author of this intensely interesting 
book is the director of the Biblical Ex- 
hibition, Melbourne, Australia. He has 
enough humor to make his work more 
fascinating. It is refreshing in a volume 
on archeology to come across a clear-cut 
statement of the Gospel. To unbelievers 
he gives the advice of the late Professor 
M. G. Kyle, “The man who doubts the 
trustworthiness of the Bible, and is de- 
termined to keep on doubting, had best 
keep away from Bible lands.” Quite a 
number of illustrations aid in the pres- 


- entation of the truth. Christian students 


will do well to get this book and fortify 
themselves with the proved facts of re- 
cent archeological findings told in a most 
entertaining manner. 


How Long? By Max Isaac Reich, D.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) “The Psalms 
may be spoken of as the diary of the 
inner life of the pre-Christian people 
of God.” This is the author’s striking 
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definition of the book he would have us 
study. There are several facts that should 
draw the interest of the Bible student. 
The author is a well-known teacher in 
the Moody Bible Institute. Being of the 
Jewish ‘race, he brings before his readers 
the depth of longing in the heart of his 
nation in ancient times. In speaking of 
his own longing he says, “Memory re- 
calls how, in youth, when still wrapt 
around with the swaddling bands of 
Judaism, though under the visitation of 
God, I felt drawn to the Psalms.” Life 
is full of problems which this book of 
God’s Word answers. With some of these 
the author deals, such as the apparent 
defeat of God, sin, the silence of God, 
and death. As he enters into the sor- 
rows of his people he makes the writers 
real to us. Gradually he leads on toward 
Christ and shows that the quest of right- 
eousness finds its goal in Him. The vol- 
ume is deeply spiritual and shows pro- 
longed study. 


Through Lands of the Bible. By H. V. 
Morton. (Dodd, Mead and Co., New York 
City, $3.) Those who have had the priv- 
ilege of reading any of H. V. Morton’s 
travel books will find in this latest one 
of his qualities that give a highly dis- 
tinctive character to his studies of the 
lands that he visits. Mr. Mcrton has a 
very delightful surface touch, as he 
moves from one place to another as an 
observer, enabling the reader to see the 
places and persons of his observations 
with vivid outline and picturesque de- 
tail. Indéed, in this important matter 
of particular detail, he decidedly excels, 
because he doesn’t limit himself to what 
appears on the surface, but he takes his 
leadings from collateral information and 
the suggestiveness of what is immedi- 
ately before his eyes. He does a won- 
derful and revealing amount of mental 
digging in the historical, and in this 
present book, in the Biblical associations, 
of the scenes and the personalities that 
he brings into view. His book is fas- 
cinating reading, beautifully illustrated 
with twenty-five unusual photographs. 
Whether he is crossing the desert to 
Bagdad, or walking the streets of Ur 
of the Chaldees, or visiting the Coptic 
churches in Cairo, or the Oasis Siwa in 
the Libyan Desert, he holds you capti- 
vated by these and other experiences, 
among which is a journey to Mount 
Sinai, and through the Wilderness of 
the Exodus. To Bible students who are 
accustomed to receiving impressions 
from pictures of Bible lands, this book 
will add immeasurably to detailed study 
of the historical significance (cuncern- 
ing which he reminds us, or for the first 
time reveals it to many of us) of the 
sources that give the pictures special 
value. 


Singing Drums. By Helen Welshimer. 
(E. P. Dutton and Co., Inc., New York 
City, $1.50.) To those of us who find in so 
much of modern verse nothing less than 
a confusing and baffling experience, a 
book like Miss Welshimer’s comes with 
the refreshing that touches thé spirit on 
a beautiful day after a day of heavy 
fog. Her verse is very varied in theme, 
but it belongs among the contributions 
that have none of the oddity and con- 
ceits that some writers affect in these 
days, but owés its right to a hearing to 








April 15, 1939 


its skilled and satisfying appeal to those 
who think the thoughts of the daily life, 
and who look for the quickening touch 
of poetic insight not too hard to under- 
stand. Miss Welshimer’s habit of using 
short lines, and a most unexpected turn 
at the end of the poem, makes her verse 
not difficult to read or to grasp. Of her 
work the publishers truly say: “Beside 
the love motif, she sings of home, of 
mothers and children; of rainbows and 
cookie jars; of little boys and gardens 
with fireflies; of candlelight and fire- 
light at dusk; of marching men; of a 
certain Young Carpenter, and of the 
lepers who came to Him for healing, in 
poetry that reveals the beauty of a shin- 
ing faith.” Her religious poems in par- 
ticular are most quotable. Her vocabu- 
lary is ample, and her illustrative use 
of nature-themes accords well with the 
messages of her religious poems, 


The Chaos of Cults. By J. K. Van 
Baalen. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.) Sane, 
scholarly, Scriptural — these words well 
describe Mr. Van Baalen’s work. In 
each case as the author goes down the 
line “from America’s greatest secret 
society to her newest religious spasm,” 
we find a level look at religious error, 
lighted by the Word of God, expressed 
in sensible terms, colored by a broad 
sympathy, and flavored by remarkable 
versatility. 

The author’s technique seldom varies. 
A historical sketch is first, giving us the 
proper background; the main teachings 
of the cult are then presented, always 
fairly, if sometimes ruthlessly. Comes 
next a section on what the Bible teaches 
concerning the main tenets just pre- 
sented, and finally what the cult holds 
concerning the Bible. The work is lib- 
erally documented at every point. 

“Among those present” are Spiritism, 
Christian Science, Seventh-Day Advent- 
ism, Russellism, Buchmanism, and sev- 
eral others, making up a well-rounded 
list of the major isms of our day. It is 
to be regretted that, after having treated 
Modernism so fearlessly and capably, the 
author should, in his chapter on “The 
Book and The Faith,” quote favorably 
from such conspicuous Modernists as 
Stanley Jones and Toyohiko Kagawa. 

Noteworthy is Van Baalen’s appeal in 
his closing chapter for a return to prayer 
for revival; to strong, fundamental 
preaching of the doctrinal-expository- ex- 
egetical type; to a new sense of the sin- 
fulness of sin, and to new emphasis on 
the living of the Christian life. 


Spirit of Revival. By I. R. Govan. (The 
Faith Mission, and Marshall, Morgan 
and Scott, Ltd., London; Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
The poet has it that some souls “dwell 
among us meaner things as if an angel 
shook its wings.” John George Govan 
was one such,—not naturally, but be- 
cause he learned the daily, hourly ap- 
propriation of the Christ life. Converted 
at the age of twelve, John’s Christian 
life was little more than nominal until 
the great Keswick testimony taught him 
to realize an actual death to sin and 
self. Later, he was led through the Sal- 
vation Army to experience a still deeper 
enduement for service. Full-time min- 
istry followed, and gradually the convic- 
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tion deepened that God was choosing 
him for the founding of a new Mission. 

This was to be altogether a Faith 
Movement, unsectarian, separated from 
the world, and devoted utterly to the 
salvation of sinners and the sanctifica- 
tion of believers. The growth of the 
mission was remarkable, 2,000 souls 
being added the first year. The pil- 
grims, as the leaders were called, would 
go by two’s to a certain town, live there 
for several weeks, visiting and praying 
every day and holding public meetings 
every night; and though, at first, mud, 
rotten apples, and ribald jeers were their 
portion, gradually opposition gave way 
“and God came in power. 

All over Scotland the movement 
spread, then into Ireland and England, 
and it came to be closely associated with 
Dr. Andrew Murray’s work in South 
Africa. Many a reader, even he who 
believes he is now filled with the Spirit, 
will be sent to his knees by this detailed 
and thrilling recital of the mission’s toils 
and triumphs, or rather, let us say, of 
God’s manifestations of grace in needy 
hearts. One is led to wonder if God 
would not so move everywhere could 
he but find other absolutely yielded ves- 
sels through which to pour his power. 


A Six Year Plan in Bible Teaching. 
By D. A. S. Candy. (Marshall, Morgan 
and Scott, London; Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 40 
cents.) Many a Christian teacher of 
children and young people is earnestly 
desirous of bettering his work, but many 
books on the subject seem too wordy 
and complicated for his time and atten- 
tion. Miss Candy writes, on the con- 
trary, as concisely as possible, regarding 
both general and specific aims of the 
teacher, the method of procedure, and 
the results expected. She differentiates 
between Juniors, Intermediates, and 
Seniors in respect to the characteristics 
of the pupils, the subject matter to be 
taught, and the equipment for teaching 
it. Best of all, she tabulates a six year 
plan for teaching God’s Word histori- 
cally, doctrinally, and experimentally. 
‘These tables include Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan’s “Bird’s Eye View of the Bible.” 
‘The book has additional value in that 
it may be adapted to Bible students in 
any meeting or series of meetings and 
among people of any age. Miss Mildred 
‘Cable, one of the famous China “Trio” 
and a writer of great ability, has written 
a warm recommendation in the Fore- 
word. 


The Golden Milestone. By Samuel M. 
Zwemer and James Cantine. (Fleming 
H. Revell, New York City, $1.50.) Half 
a century ago, a small group of seminary 
students were praying definitely for 
Arabia, firmly convinced that God was 
calling them to preach the Gospel there. 
Unable to go out under their own de- 
nominational board, because of its finan- 
cial difficulties, they started a mission 
of their own and in a short time had 
two men on the field. This book is a 
record, written by those first two mis- 
ssionaries, of the experiences of the early 
‘days in Arabia, and a thrilling record it 
is. They faced opposition of government 
-and people, difficulties of climate and lan- 
guage, and all the hardships incidental 
to pioneer work among fanatical Mos- 
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lems. Countless obstacles were placed 
in their way, but again and again the 
Lord won the victory. The work was 
never easy, and the results never so 
apparent as those in other mission fields, 
but the Lord honored the faith and the 
labors of his servants, and they have 
lived to see the work prosper under 
his hand. Looking back over the years, 
the authors tell their story simply and 
effectively, and close it with the prayer 
that the Christ of Calvary may use their 
book as it. pleases him. 


The Household of Faith. By Arthur 
Emerson Harris, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, $2.) The arresting 
phrase “the household of faith” is from 
Galatians 6:10. There are fifteen chap- 
ters discussing various subjects relating 
to Christian faith and life. Such topics 
as the Authority of the Bible, the Tes- 
timony of Archzology to the Trust- 
worthiness of Scripture, and the Person 
of Christ, are presented in an interesting 
and popular way. Dr. Harris sets forth 
the evidences of the Christian faith in 
relation to the faith and personal life of 
the believer. Scriptural proofs are given 
to support the author’s purpose. It is 
significant to note the chapter on “Our 
Lord’s Return.” Dr. Harris stresses pri- 
marily the fact of the Second Coming. 
“The fact of Christ’s Second Advent 
stands out as a glorious experience for 
the believer, to be eagerly anticipated, 
expectantly longed for, earnestly prayed 
for.” “It can be shown that the Second 
Coming of Christ is bound up with every 
doctrine, ordinance, grace, and activity 
of our Christian faith.” Possibly the 
author intends to leave room for a mil- 
lennium in the following words: “We 
would not argue here for or against the 
conception of a general resurrection, al- 
though it looks as though ‘afterwards,’ 
we know not how long afterwards, the 
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Make reservations early. 


For further information, write 
ARNOLD V. PENT, Pres., 67 Oliver Street, Watertown, Mass. After June 
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LET’S RUSH THE GOSPEL TO THE 
RUSSIAN PEOPLE IN TROUBLED EUROPE 


Cries are coming to us. for immediate financial help to engage 
more Gospel workers, and help the suffering Russian, Jewish Christians. 
The people of Europe are gripped by the fear of war, trouble, and 


suffering. 
are still open on the borders of Russia. 


orting over 80 missionaries. 


hearts in this troubled hour. 


be greatly appreciated at this time. 


Some fields are already closed to the Gospel, but many 
Therefore, we feel we must 
redeem the time and act immediately, and rush our financial help 
to support Russian native workers, and evangelize the multitudes of 
Russian Slavic people. We do not know how long we will have this 
eat opportunity. The Russian Gospel Association is already sup- 
3 Fifty more could be engaged to carry 
this glouious Gospel of grace, which is the only hope to satisfy human 
4 We have two Russian speakin 
sionaries in Chicago, who are accepted and ready to go to 
as soon as their support is received. Your gift, small or large, will 
Make your checks payable to: 





Executive Committee 
Rev. Peter ka 
General Director 
Dr. Paul W. Rood 
irman 
C. B. Hedstrom 
ice Chatrman 
Dr. Charles Porter 
Vice Chatrman 
George A. Benson 
Sec y-Treas. 
M. D. Plunkett 
Peter F. Anderson 


mis- 
urope 











THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


Peter Deyneka, General Director and Russian Missionary 


64 W. Rando!ph &St., Dept. T, Chicago, Ii. 


ILLUSTRATED RUSSIAN GOSPEL NEWS SENT FREE UPON REQUEST 
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same mighty voice that awakened the 
saints shall wake the wicked in the 
grave from their slumber. But our point 
is that some shall go without dying.” 
Surely this last quotation speaks of two 
resurrections. 

The author welcomes the proposal to 
reassert the truth of the authority of the 
Bible as both timely and welcome. Note- 
worthy is the following evangelical 
statement in speaking of the Lord Jesus: 
“He gloriously met our, need, took the 
sinner’s place, died the sinner’s death.” 
There is the practical application of 
evangelical truth which is manifested in 
purity of life and holy service. 


G. Campbell Morgan, Bible Teacher. 
By Harold Murray. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
Making no pretence of. writing a biog- 
raphy of Dr. Morgan, Mr. Murray has 
instead presented here an informal 
sketch of the man and his ministry, and 
multitudes on both sides of the Atlantic 
who have thanked God for G. Campbell 
Morgan will be grateful for this book. 
The author writes in an easy, conver- 
sational style of the various aspects of 
the personality and work of this great 
Bible teacher. The picture painted is 
that of a man who knows and loves the 
Book, and who delights in bringing the 
knowledge of it to others. 

The record of how the Lord thrust 
his servant out of a teaching position in 
a private school into the wider ministry 
of teaching the Word is inspiring, and 
the glimpses of Dr. Morgan’s work in 
London’s great Westminster Chapel bear 
eloquent witness to the blessing of the 
Lord upon the work of one who has hon- 
ored him. Dr. Morgan’s unswerving 
loyalty to his Saviour, and his emphasis 
upon the possibility of a life freed from 
the bondage of sin, are clearly brought 
out. The reader lays down the book 
with the feeling that in its pages he 
has come to know one of God’s choice 
servants. , 


Salvation Songs for Children. Com- 
piled by Ruth N. Pennebaker. (Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 203 N. Wabash 
Ave., Chicago; words and music, 35 cents; 
words only, 10 cents.) One hundred old 
and new favorites are combined in this 
attractive collection of children’s hymns. 
Doubtless Martin Luther’s lovely lullaby 
“Away in a Manger” is the oldest. Then 
approaching our own day one finds the 
names of such familiar writers and com- 
posers as Jemima Luke (“I think when 
I read that sweet story of old”), George 
F. Root, E. E. Hewitt, W. J. Kirkpatrick, 
P. P. Bliss, William Bradbury, Charles 
Gabriel, Robert Harkness, Paul Rader, 
Wendell Loveless, and Herbert Tovey. 
The attractive cover design, reproducing 
a cartoon drawn for THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times by Dr. E. J. Pace, shows a small 
boy pushing open a gate in wrought iron 
which forms the word “Salvation.” There 
is a small-pocket-size book, containing 
words only, and a larger book, giving 
the words and music, and motions and 
finger exercises to go with a number of 
the hymns which will be especially use- 
ful among little children. Among, the 
favorites to be found here are “Wide, 
wide as the ocean,” “’Tis wonderful to 
know that Jesus,” “Jesus loves even me,” 
“In the sweet by and by,” “Into my 
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heart,” “I'm so happy,” “I believe God ° 
answers prayer,” “Oh! say, but I’m glad,” 
“Altogether lovely,” “Fishers of men,” 
and many others. This collection will 
be welcome to all Christian parents, 
Sunday school teachers, summer Bible 
school teachers, and camp and confer- 
ence leaders. 


Twenty-five Years’ Mission Work 
among the Lepers of India. By William 
C. Irvine. (Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., 
London, Eng., 2 shillings sixpence.) Amy 
Carmichael, quoting 1 Corinthians 4:13, 
comments, “‘As the filth of the world, 
and ... the offscouring of all things —’ 
read in polite, perhaps beautiful places, 
these crude words may sound almost 
musical. But the filth of the world is 
not music, it is mud.” Perhaps the grim 
reality of these words is nowhere better 
exemplified than in the work of the 
Mission to Lepers. The station at Bel- 
gaum, India, of which this little book 
treats is a part of that great work. The 
book is a homely, simple account of 
twenty-five years of earnest work in be- 
half of the most repulsive of God’s 
needy, a work the beauty of which only 
eternity can reveal. The account is not 
embellished, difficulties and discourage- 
ments are not minimized. Nevertheless, 
it is a stimulating account. One who 
visited the work writes, “If you think 
you are the most ill-used individual in 
the world just pay a visit to the Bel- 
gaum Leper Asylum.” He testifies that 
he never heard a leper blame God or 
murmur against him because of his dis- 
ease, but that he has heard them praise 
God that their leprosy brought them 
within reach of the Gospel. He describes 
one in whom the loathsome disease has 
done its worst who cries out trium- 
phantly, “But I am saved and have eter- 
nal life.” The closing chapter, “Lep- 
rosy and its Treatment,” by a former 
physician of the Mission, is most infor- 
mative. 


Is Jesus Coming Again? By William B. 
Riley, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.50.) 
Thirty years ago, the first edition of this 
volume appeared, to be followed at inter- 
vals by a second and third issue. This 
fourth edition contains some corrections 
and additions, but represents substan- 
tially the position which its author has 
held through the years. The volume is 
a worthy reaffirmation, in days of nota- 
bly uncertain eschatology, of Bible truth 
concerning the Kingdom of God, the 
Second Coming of Christ, and God’s pro- 
gram for the future. A dominant note 
is that of certainty. Never a dealer in 
the specious and theoretical, Dr. Riley 
is refreshingly positive without seeming 
to be opinionated. Those who hold dear 
“that blessed hope,” will find their hearts 
greatly warmed by this book. 


Vocation. By Rowland Hogben. (Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship, 39 Bedford Square, 
W. C. 1, London, Eng., one shilling.) 
Having spent a number of years in coun- 
seling with young people concerning the 
great decisions of life, Mr. Hogben has 
set down in this book some of the fruits 
of his experience in this ministry. The 
author knows the Lord, and. as a result, 
his approach is soundly spiritual; he 
knows young people, and consequently 
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his treatment of their problems is of 
a very practical nature. He begins with 
the conviction that God has a plan,— 
“For we charge God with folly if we 
are not convinced that he has a place 
and a purpose for each of us, whom 
he has created, and redeemed with his 
own blood.” Mr. Hogben recognizes that 
for many a young person the question 
is, “But how can I know God’s will for 
me?” and he faces this problem very 
frankly, and presents the answer of the 
Scriptures to it. 

One of the most valuable chapters in 
the book is that entitled “Parents,” in 
which the author deals with the attitude 


‘of Christian young people toward their 


parents, especially where the parents are 
not fully sympathetic with their chil- 
dren’s desire to do the will of:the Lord. 
His sound advice will be of real help 
to many a young person who carries 
this burden, and may be the means of 
preventing needless heartaches. The 
author makes it clear that God calls 
to other fields besides the ministry and 
missions, but he firmly insists that “no 
Christian can claim to be exempt from 
this law—the Kingdom first.” 


By Grace Through Faith Plus Nothing. 
By William L. Pettingill, D.D. (Funda- 
mental Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, 
cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents.) Dr. Pettingill 
very appropriately gives to his work 
the subtitle, “Simple Studies in Gala- 
tians.” His treatment of the Epistle is 
not exhaustive, of course, but those who 
love the Word will find this book highly 
suggestive and helpful. The author ex- 


‘amines Galatians verse by verse, and out 


of his own rich knowledge of the Scrip- 
ture, and his familiarity with the work 
of other able commentators, he sets forth 
the apostle’s teaching with deep spiritual 
understanding. 

Dr. Pettingill’s discussion of the re- 
lation of the Christian Sunday to the 
Old Testament Sabbath will be of real 
help to those who have been perplexed 
by this problem. Another high point 
in the book is his explanation of “fall- 
ing from grace,” wherein he conclusively 
shows that in no sense does this teach- 
ing of Paul’s contradict the Biblical doc- 
trine of the believer’s security. The 
difference between being a child of God 
and a son of God is clearly brought 
out by the author, and many a Christian 
who reads Dr. Pettingill’s consideration 
of this question will thank God anew 
for his sonship in Christ. 

My Faith. By Dr. Howard A. Kelly, 
M.D. (Great Commission Prayer League, 
808 N. LaSalle St., Chicago.) The be- 
loved physician of Johns Hopkins, to 
whom nearly a column is devoted in 
“Who’s Who,” here gives his personal 
testimony to his faith in the Bible as 
the Word of God and in Christ as his 
Saviour. He writes of the uniqueness 
of Christianity, of what it means to be 
a Christian, of his faith under three 
headings: “What I Believe, Why I Be- 
lieve, What My Faith Means to Me,” and 
of his trust in God as a loving heavenly 
Father who guides and cares for him. 
This is a booklet to encourage col- 
lege and high school students, and 
to hand to the professor or other “intel- 
lectual” who cannot deny Dr. Kelly’s 
reputation as a surgeon and scientist, or 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ignore the reasonableness of his testi- 
mony. 

While this booklet, like other litera- 
ture of the Great Commission Prayer 
League, is sent out free of charge, yet 
it should be kept in mind that the 
League is supported entirely by free- 
will offerings. Doubtless many, in send- 
ing orders, will be glad to include con- 
tributions for the support of this 
valuable work. 

$e 


Whither Arabia? 


A Survey of Missionary Opportunity. 

By W. Harold Storm, M.D. (World 

Dominion Press, 156 Fifth Ave., New 
York City, $2.) 


A review by Philip E. Howard, Jr. 





IME does strange things. When Har- 

old Storm and I were students to- 
gether at the University of Pennsylvania 
it never occurred to me that, nearly 
twenty years later, he would write a 
masterly survey of the mysterious land 
of Arabia and that I should review his 
book. We used to meet with others at 
an early morning Student Volunteer 
Band prayer meeting, when many stu- 
dents were still asleep; we attended con- 
ferences together; and we witnessed for 
Christ among the students. For several 
years it was my privilege to work with 
our beloved friends, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Norton, in Belgium; and now Harold has 
been for nearly twelve years in Arabia 
as a medical missionary of the Reformed 
Church in America. His headquarters 
have been at the hospital at Bahrain, on 
the Persian Gulf. 

In 1935, under the auspices of the 
World Dominion Movement, Dr. Storm 
made a personal tour of Arabia lasting 
ten months, covering 5,000 miles, and in- 
cluding every province. He writes mod- 
estly, seldom using the first person, but 
between the lines one can sense the en- 
during of great hardships, sacrificial de- 
votion to the task, and unceasing toil at 
the study of Arabic, which has appar- 
ently resulted in a mastery of that diffi- 
cult language. Out of this rich experience 
has come the present volume, which 
takes a worthy place among comprehen- 
sive missionary ‘surveys of little known 
lands. 

The Introduction and the Bibliography 
are by the veteran missionary to the 
Moslems, Dr. Samuel Zwemer, who be- 
gan work in Arabia in 1891. Mrs. Storm 
(Ida Paterson Storm, M.A., Ph.D.) has 
written the long second chapter, which 
traces so fully the history of “Religion 
in Arabia.” Then there are the five 
chapters by Dr. Storm: The Desert and 
Its Peoples; The Impact cf the West; 
The Story of Missionary Effort; The Call 
of Present Opportunity; and The Price 
of Success. In addition, there are thir- 
teen fine photographs; four well drawn 
maps which may be opened out to guide 
the reader as he follows the text; a good 
index, always useful in a reference book 
of this type; and seven authoritative ap- 
pendices on related subjects. 

Repeatedly Dr. Storm refers to the 
great difficulty of winning Moslems to 
Christ, but he keeps on in spite of all 
obstacles, and urges others to keep on. 
It is with such notes of hope and chal- 
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lenge as the following that he closes his 
book: - 

“Certainly no Christian can keep him- 
self in the will and blessing of God un- 
less he is willing to face the opposition 
of men. . .. The missionary enterprise is 
one of faith. and it must be recognized 
as such; faith in God and faith in the 
Gospel. . . . If God’s blessing and power 
are to be expected in this enterprise it 
must be by the outpouring of the love 
and devotion of Christ’s Church.” 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 24 to 30 
Mon.—Acts 16:6-10. “Come ... and Help Us.” 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “After he had 
seen the vision.” Walk with God, and 
you will be guided by God. Be content 
with God’s dispensations in your life, and 
you will be led into the blessed paths 
of usefulness. Paul alone saw the vision; 
but his obedience to his Lord aided 
others. They “assuredly” gathered that 
God had called them to preach the Gos- 
pel in Macedonia. They endured the 
essential tests, and obtained the con- 
nected blessing. Pray for Mino Mission, 
Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan. 
Tues.—Acts 16:11-15. ar 
The Conversion of Lydia. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whose heart the 
Lord opened.” Lydia was devout, but 
she needed saving grace. Religious sin- 
ners are as much in need of Christ as 
the irreligious. Many who serve God 
with the mind need to know the super- 
natural ministry of a pardoning Saviour, 
and a regenerating Spirit. Pray for the 
South China Boat Mission, 1311 S. Ked- 
zie Avenue, Chicago. 
Wed.—Acts 16:16-18. 
Casting Out the Evil Spirit. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He came out the 
same hour.” Victory over Satan is essen- 
tial to the conversion of sinners. Fear 
of the great Adversary cannot exist in 
the Spirit-filled soul. lLuther’s great 
hymn, “Ein Feste Burg,” illustrates this 
point. Satan’s dupes still may be won 
by the Gospel preached in the power of 
the Spirit. Pray for the North Africa 
Mission, 34 Bisham Gardens, Highgate, 
London. 


Thurs.—Acts 16:19-25. Paul in Prison. 

Prayer SucGcEsTions: “And at midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises.” 
Go to God with your sorrow, and he will 
turn it into joy. He “giveth songs in the 
night.” Moral earthquakes still seem to 
wait upon spiritual “mirthquakes.” The 
shout of victory is attendant upon songs 
of praise. The faith that praises God in 
trouble is the faith that triumphs over 
trouble. Pray for the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, 843 N. Wells 
Street, Chicago. 


Fri—Acts 16:26-34. A Jailer Saved. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house.” Do not neglect 
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the children; but remember that parental 
salvation means family salvation. The 
jailer immediately brought his whole 
family to the Lord. Christian parents 
have the same opportunity. God, who 
would have “all the families of the 
earth” blessed, is predisposed to favor 
Christian parents. Pray for the League 
of Evangelical Students, 25 S. Forty-third 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Acts 17:10-12. The Gospel in Berea. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “More noble... 
they received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily.”. Paul’s preaching drove his 
hearers to the Bible. As then, so now, 
honorable, intellectual people who are 
searchers of the Word are sure to come 
to faith. Real Bible searching always 
ends in conversions (2 Chron. 34: 14-33). 
Pray for Bay Cities Bible Institute, 1401 
Blake Avenue, Berkeley, Calif. 
Sun.—Psalm 67:1-7. 

The Gospel for Every Land. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy saving 
health among all nations.” Keep the 
“every creature” commission in view. 
God desires to bless “all the families of 
the earth.” ‘You will do well to keep 
these goals in view in all your personal 
and congregational labors. All need the 
“saving health” of the Gospel of Christ. 
Pray for the Western Lutheran Bible 
Institute, 508 Twenty-first Avenue, Spo- 
kane, Wash. 
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